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| xr THESS. v. 23, 24. 

May the very God of Peace ſanctiſ you tubolly : and 
I pray God your whole ‚irit and ſoul and body 
be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Faithful is he that calleth you, whe 


alſo will ds it. 
: 8 
| cred Scriptures.. Its nature is there de- 
ſcribed, and its abſolute neceſſity and 
great r Foo ap' us out in various forms of 
expreſſion. 's 15 the will of God (ſays St. Paul, 
1 Theſſ. iv. 3.) even your ſanctificatiun; and his 
will, we know, is of indiſpenſable obligation up- 
on all his creatures; to comply with it, and be 
made conformable to it, is at once our duty and 
our happineſs. I are choſen to ſalvation, that is, 
bappineſs in heaven, (ſays he again, 2 Theſſ. ii. 
13.) through ſan#ification of the ſpirit. Salvation 
is the end, ſanctification the way; a way in which 
all muſt walk who would arrive at that deſirable 
end. For, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, Witbout holi- 
neſs (aymaou;, ſanctification,) no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord. Whatever a man attains, if he attain not 
this, he ſhall be excluded the preſence, and de- 
nied the bliſsful viſion of God; he ſhall be ſhut 
out of heaven, and thruſt down to hell. On the 
contrary, the ſanctiſed, the pure in heart, ſtand 
entitled to the inheritance above (as St. Paul de- 
clares, Acts xxvi. 18.) and as the faithful and. 
true witneſs teſtifies, Matth. v, 8. Hall ſee God, 
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ANCTIFICATION is much ſpoken of, and 
ſtrongly inculcated throughout the ſa- 


all know and enjoy him for ever. 
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2. So great is the neceſſity and excellency of 
ſanctification, chat it is the grand end God has 
in view in all the diſpenſations of his providence 
and grace to the children of men. Chri/t gave 

himſelf for his church, that he might ſanetify and 
cane it : He ſuffered without the camp, that he 
might ſanctiſ the people by his ozun blocd, The 
Spirit of God is termed the Holy Spirit and the 
Spirit of Holineſs ; not only becauſe he is holy in 
himſctf, but alſo becauſe it is his office to ſanctify and 
make vs holy: and God chaſtens us for our profit, 
that we may be made partakers of his holineſs, Yea, 
and every diſpenſation of God towards us, whe- 
ther pleaſing or painful, has this ſame end in 
view, for his divine power has given us all things 
that pertain unto life and unto godlineſs, as well as 
thoſe exceeding great and precious promiſes whereby 
theſe bleſſings are made over to us, that we may 
be made partakers 4 the divine nature, having eſcap- 
ed the corruption that is in the world, 
3. Hence it is that much hath been faid of 
ſanctification in every age ſince Chriftianity was 
firſt eſtabliſhed in the world until now, It has 
appeared to be of ſuch great importance, that 
many who have had the glory of God and the 
good of mankind at heart, have undertaken to 
write upon the ſubject, and not a few of theſe 
have written admirably well, Many excellent 
things have been advanced upon this paint both 
by antient and modern authors; by our own 
countrymen and by ſtrangers. And it is a doc- 
trine concerning which there has been but little 
diſpute, unleſs in our own age, an age fruitful 
of controverſies of all kinds: And probably it 
would have been leſs diſputed even now, had the 
Scriptures been more attentively and careful! 
conſulted on the head. But be that as it will, 
as the ſubject is by no means exhauſted, and as 
tae Scriptures only can make us wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion, 
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tion, whatever others do, let «s conſider them 
diligently. upon all points of doctrine, and eſpe- 
cially upon this, ſo manifeſtly of the greateſt con- 
ſequence.— Having then ſeen the importance of 
fanctification, proceed we now to confider, 


2dly. How we may attain it. 


And, 1ſt, Conſider we the nature and extent of 
fanQificatioty, 

1. San#tification is often aſcribed in the Old 
Teſtament to things without life. In the books 
of Moſes, the tabernacle, altar, laver of braſs, 
the prieſt's garments, and various other things 
uſed in the Lraelitiſh worſhip, are faid to be fanc- 
tified. $0' afterwards, in the hiſtorical books, 
the temple and the various utenſils in the tetaple 
ſervice are ſaid: to be /an&ifird, Now all that can 
be meant by that expreſſion thus applied, is, that 
they were ſeparated from common and profane 
uſe; and dedicated to the immediate worſhip and 
ſervice of God. And indeed this ſeems to be the 
primary and original meaning both of the Hebrew 
word, Wp, in the Old Teſtament, and of the 
Greek word, ayatu, in the New, tranſlated: to 
fandtify : They both ſignify to /eparate and to de- 
dicate, devote or conſecrate. Thus the whole body 
of prieſts were ſanctified in a ceremonial manner, 
they were ſeparated from common and civil em- 
ployments, and conſecrated to the ſerviee of God 

in his ſanctuary. 13 
_ oblarvatien may give ns light in the 
nature of our ſanctification. It alſo implies a fe- 


paration and dedication, not, indeed, ceremonial 


and figurative, but real a real ſeparation from 
fin and the ſervice thereof, and a dedication to 
God and his ſervice. Accordingly, it is ſaid, 
Chriſt gave himſelf fer us, that he might redeem us 
| A 
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from all iniquity, and purify us to himſelf a peculiar 
people, a people conſecrated entirely to him: and 
he died for all, that they who live (who are quick- 
ened by his death) might not henceforth (from the 
time they are quickened) live unto themſelves, but 
unto him that died for them and roſe again :' Paſſages 
of Scripture theſe, which point out unto us very 
clearly the nature of that ſanctification, which we 


have already ſeen to be the grand end of the 
death of Chriſt. 


© 3. But this matter will be ſtill better under- 
ſtood by conſidering the words of our text: May 
the very God of ow ſandtiſy you wholly, oxdlenscg, 
The word is of a very extenſive meaning, and 
ſignifies every part, and every part perfectly.“ 
And what we are to underſtand by every part, we 
learn from the following clauſe: And may the 
whole of you (onaxtngey. vuwr, all that belongs to 


| g to 
you,) the ſpirit, the ſoul, and the body, be * 
. rift 


e blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus 
- This is an exact tranſlation of the words, and it 


appears therefrom that the Apoſtle, in this paſſ- 
age, conſiders man as divided into three parts, 
which he very expreſsly and particularly enumer- 
ates the ſpirit, the ſoul, and the body, prefixing the 
article to each, | 

4. I am well aware that fome perſons, eminent 
for learning and piety, conſider this text in a 
ſomewhat different light. They ſuppoſe that by the 
word ſpirit, the Apoſtle means their ſpiritual e/late, 
viz, the ſpirit of God, with his various graces, 
wiſhing that it might be preſerved to them whole 
and entire; that by the other two phraſes, ſou? 
and body (which they ſay make up the whole man) 
ne means their natural ęſtate, withing it alſo might 
be preſerved blameleſs. They argue, that man 
cannot conſiſt of three parts appears hence, “the 
loul is either matter or not matter, there is no 
medium : But if it is matter, it is part of the bo- 


dy; 
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dy; if not matter, it coincides with the ſpirit.“ 
2 Bengelius and W's notes,) This rea- 
oning is perhaps very juſt : It is poſſibly more 
philsjophical to conſider man as conſiſting only of 
a material and immaterial part. But then, is it 
certain St. Paul ſpoke with philoſophical exactneſs 
here? Is it not rather probable that he alluded 
to the then prevailing opinions, and followed the 
Greek writers, who, it is certain, frequently con- 
ſider man as compoſed of three parts, ſpirit, ſoul, 
and body, This he might do without any inten- 
tion of teaching us the niceties of philoſophy, 


merely that he might expreſs the matter he had in 
hand more /trongly, leaving points of mere ſpecu-, * 


lation juſt as he found them; even as we, who 
firmly believe that man conſiſts only of two parts, 
do nevertheleſs frequently pray that our body, ſoul, 
and ſpirit may be conſecrated to God, by which 
form of expreſſion we would only be underſtood 
to mean all that belongs to us, all our powers and 
faculties of ſoul and body. Be this as it will; in 
this light I beg leave to underſtand the Apoſtle, 
as meaning, by theſe different phraſes, to fignify 
that every part of us, all our faculties, and all 
our members, muſt be ſanctified and devoted 
wholly to God; a doctrine which, it will be 


readily allowed, the whole Scripture inculcates 


upon us, £ 
"7 By the (To vue) ſpirit, I would, with the 
Greek writers, underſtand the ſuperior faculties 
. of the mind, ſuch as the under/landing, will, con- 
ſcience, and memory, which are purely ſpiritual, 
and exiſt (no doubt) in the bleſſed angels, and in 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. By the 
(n oxn) ſoul, | mean the inferior faculties, the 


paſſions and appetites, which, it ſeems, we have 


in common with the beafis that periſh, only a 
little more refined. And by the body I intend all 
that is material. Now let us briefly conſider how 
each of theſe is to be fanctified. 6. And, 
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6. And, 1ſt, The /pirit, including the ander- 
der/tanding, will, conſcience, and memory. By the 
underſtanding, I here mean that faculty whereby 
we apprehend, conſider, judge, and reaſon. Now 
experience and Scripture agree to inform us, that 
this ſtands in great need of ſanctification, for it is 
naturally overſpread with groſs darkneſs, and em- 
ployed as an inftrament of iniquity. . Darkneſs. 
covers the earth, ſays „ and groſs dark- 
neſs the people. All mankind, like the Epheſians, 
are altenated from the lifz of God, through the igno- 
rance that is in them; and hence the Apoſtle af- 
firms, there is none that under/landeth, there is nane 
that ſeeketh after God. This is true of Jews and 
Gentiles, who are one and all become vain in their 
imaginations, and their fooliſh (aowdog, unintelli- 
gent) heart is darkened. We ate therefore groſsly 
ignorant of what it moſt concerns us to know: 
hat we are, whence we came, and whither we 
are going ? What the world is in which we live, 
and whether we are to live in another? If fo, 
how we may inſure happineſs there, and how get 
rid of our preſent miſery ?—Who js the author of 
our being, what he is in himſelf, and what he is 
tous? What obligations we are under to him, 
and how we may fulfil theſe obligations? The 


value of his favour, and how we may attain it. 


Plain it is, the Heathen in general could never 
come to any certainty in theſe reſpects; and if we 
are not fo dark as they, we owe it to the oracles 


of God. But the truth is, though by the Scrip- 


tures we have ſome ſpeculative knowledge in thele 
points, yet our knowledge has no proper influ- 
ence upon us (while deſtitute of the illumination 
of the Holy Ghoſt,) but we are practically as ig- 
norant as they, as far from all /aving knowledge 


in things ſpiritual and divine. 


7. But by ſanctification, a manifeſt alteration 
is made. The underſtanding is then freed from 1 
et! | nafura 


[ 9 } 


natural darkneſs in the things of God, and en- 
lightened by divine Truth, to receive whoſe 
chearing beams it now dedicates its powers. 
Hereby we attain that knowledge, which before 
we had no conception of, nor deſire after. Spi- 
ritual things appear to us in a new light, and we 
judge of them in a new manner. We have nei- 
ther that averſion to eonſider, nor that inability 
to underſtand them which we before laboured 
under ; but we think of them with delight, and 
apprehend them with readineſs, Hence we be- 
come favingly acquainted with them: Ve know 
the truth, and the truth makes us 2 : The G 18. 
comes to us, not in word only, but alſo in power : 
ing turned from darkneſs to light, and diſpoſed to 
receive more and more light continually, we are 
alſo turned from the power of Satan unto Ged. In 
other words, the light communicated to our un- 
derſtanding influences our will, and brings it into 
ſubjection to the holy will of God, whom we 
ſerve as well as know, and whoſe ſervice we find 
to be perfect freedom. This leads me to ob- 
ſerve, 2dly, that, | 
8. From the darkneſs of the under landing ariſes 
the perverſeneſs of the will, which in our unholy 
ſtate of nature oppoſes the holy will of God. Not 
diſcerning the vanity of the world, its unſatisfac- 
tory nature, and ſhort duration, we chuſe it for 
our portion, and fooliſhly ſeek our happineſs in 
it. Not knowing the all-ſufficiency of Ged, and 
his willingneſs to afford us ſolid and laſting com- 
fort in his favour and preſence, we ſhun his ways, 
and decline all fellowſhip with him. Not ſeeing 
the ſinfulneſs of /n, and its deſtructive conſe- 
quences, we do not loath and abhcr it, but rol! 


it under our tongue as a ſweet morſe], and are 


'prone to commit it, as the ſparks to fly upwards. 

Lo holineſs we have a ſtrange averſion, ariſing from 
our jgnorance of its excellent nature and bleſſed 
| conle- 
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eonſequences. God's commandments we refuſe 
to obey ; they are grievous to us, becauſe we un- 
derftand not their reaſonableneſs and happy ten- 
dency. To his diſpenſations we will not ſubmit, 
not knowing that they are directed by infinite wiſ- 
dom and almighty love, and affuredly work for 
good to them that love God, Now this perverſe 
will is that apr, that carnal mind, which 
is enmity againſt God, which is not ſubject to the law 
#f God, neither indeed can be, under the dominion. 
of which, whoſoever is, he cannot fleaſe God. 

9. But by the ſanctification of the 2w:/!, follow- 
ing the ſanctification of the under landing, a glo- 
rious change is wrought. ' For being enlightened 
with the knowledge of God, we are no longer 
averſe to his ſervice, but conſider it at once our 
duty and happineſs to love him, and live to his 
glory. The vail which covered the world and: 
concealed its vanity being withdrawn, we turn 
our backs upon it, and aſtoniſhed at our former 
folly, cry out, What have I to do any more 
with idols?“ and affirm, concerning the crea- 
tures, « Miſerable comforters are ye all.“ Si 
appears in all its deformity, accompanied with a 
long train of miſeries, and we flee from its per- 
nicious touch, and abhor the garment ſpotted by the 
2 Holineſs fhines forth in all its luſtre and. 

eauty, and we embrace it with our whole ſoul. 
We have reſpe& to all God's commandments, 
and delight to fulfil them, convinced they are 
true and righteous altogether, more to be deſired than 
geld, yea, than much fine gold; ſweeter than the honey 
and the honeycomb ; and moreover, that in keeping 4 
them there is great reward, We acquieſce in all 
the diſpenſations of his providence; and with, 
ſweet complacency and delight acknowledge, 
Good is the will of the Lord. How many ſo- 
ever our diſappointments, loſſes, and ſufferings 

are, 


( 2 ] 


Are, ſtill we ſay, Not my will but thine be done, by 
it unto me even as thou wilt. 
We ſee the hand, we worſhip and adore, 

« And juftify the all-diſpoſing power.“ 

10. In the ſanctification of the ſpirit, I ſup» 
Poſe is included, 3dly, that of the conſcrence 
which has as much need of being renewed, as 
-our ather powers, it being equally depraved with 
them. For it is naturally blinded and miſtaken, 
hardened and inſenſible. Unacquainted with the 
will of God, it does not give us due information 
concerning it, but erroneauſly approves where it 
ſhould condemn, and condemns where it ſhould 
approve. It gives an uncertain ſound, who then 
can prepare himſelf for obedience? Nay, too 
often it gives no ſound at all, but ſuffers us to oo 
on quietly in the way of our heart, and to wa 
after the deſire of our eyes. It is its duty indeed, 
like a faithful watchman, to warn us of approach- 
ing danger, and advertiſe us of the advances of 
our enemies, But, alas ! intoxicated with the 
ſtupifying potions of ſin, 


« It ſleeps 
© On roſe and myrtle, Jull'd with tyren fong.” 

Our threefold enemy aſſaults, prevails, and con- 
quers; we are wounded, mangled, and ſlain; 
but ſtill conſcience gives no alarm, ſtill we are 
inſenſible of our miſery. We are, as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes it, ammymols, paſt feeling. T empta- 
tion hurries us hither thither at pleaſure, we 
drive furiouſly in the way of fin, and (if divine 
grace prevent not) we never ſtep, till down the 
precipice of death we ruſh into the dreadful lake, 
where conſcience awakes into a worm that dieth 
not, and where the fire is not quenched. 


11. This would be the caſe with all mankind 


were it not for the grace of God. This makes 
the difference wherever it is. But, ſuppoſe thro” 
the influence of that grace, operating different 
ways, 
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ways, our conſcience is awakened from its ſleep, 
and rouſed from its lethargy; ſuppoſe, further, 
it is no longer erroneous, but rightly informed. 
concerning the will of God; yet ſtill it is not 
ſanctified, till it be ſprinkled with the blood of 
Chriſt, but is, what the Apoſtle calls an cvil con- 
ſeience, ſtained and polluted with fin and guilt. 
Such was David's conſcience when he ſaid, In- 
numerable 'evils compaſs me about, mine iniguities 
have taken ſuch hold upon me, that I cannot look up, 
therefore my heart faileth me. My wounds link and 
are corrupt thro' my fooliſhneſs. . Such was the con- 
ſcience of the Publican, when he prayed, God be 
merciful to'me a ſinner. Such that of the Jailor, 
when he came trembling, and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, and aſked, Sirs, what muſt J do to be 
ſaved? And ſuch. the conſciences of the three 
thouſand, converted bn the day of Pentecoſt, 
when being pricted to the heart, they cryed out, 
Men and brethren what ſhall we d? oy 

12. Now the ſanctification of the conſcience, 
implies an acquittance from guilt, a freedom from 
condemnation, or the remiſſion of ſins, and, ac- 
ceptance with God ; in conſequence of which we 


are now no longer obnoxious to God's wrath, 


and liable to everlaſting puniſhment, but being 
poſſeſſed of his favour, are entitled to eternal life. 
That our conſcience may be thus ſanctiſied, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary, 1ſt, That we ſhould be in 


Chriſt by faith, and have an intereſt in his ſuffer- 


ings. For it is the blood of Chriſt alone which 
cleanſeth from the guilt of fin, and it is only to 
thoſe that are in him that there is no condemnation. 
And then, 2dly, that we may continue in this 


ſtate of reconciliation with God, it is further ne- 


ceſſary that we walk net after the fleſh, but after 
od's 


tbe ſpirit, Rom. viii. i. that we walk in all 


ordinances and commandments blameleſi. For it we 


would ryoice in. the teſtimony of our conſcience, we 


muſt 
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muſt have car converſation in the world in ſamplicity 
and gol fincerity, not with fleſbly wiſdom, but by 
the grate of Ged. Thus only can we have a con- 
ſcience void of offence towards God and man. 

13. It is eaſy to ſee that in what 1 bave now 
faid reſpecting the Conſcience, I include all that 
is generally underſtood by Fe which is 
the name whereby this work is commonly called, 
both in the Scripture and in the writings, of the 
moſt eminent divines. I have only to add, when 
this ineftimable bleſſing is conferr'd upon us, and 
we have peace with God through our Lord Teſus 
Chrift, when we taſte that the Lord is. gracious, 
and can apply to ourſelves the following words 
with confidence, 4 OE 


O. Love, thou bottomleſs abyſs! 
% My fins are ſwallowed up in thee ! 
1 Cover'd is mine unrighteouſneſs 
«« Nor ſpot of guilt remains in me! 


«© While Jeſu's blood thro? earth and ſkies, 
„ Mercy, free, boundleſs mercy cries ! 

Then let us dedicate our Conſcience to the Lord, 
that being guided by his word and fpirit, it may 
direct us in the way of duty, and warn us of the 
danger we are in from the aſſaults of our ſpiritual 
enemies; and thus will it be woRay ſanctified 
and employed according to the will of him, Who 
ſent that guardian angel to conduct us thro” the 

ſnares of this world to his heavenly kingdom. 
14. Once more on this head: The Memory 
muſt be ſanctified. So we call that wonderful 
power, God hath beſtowed upon us, of recalling 
former ideas and recollecting paſt events. This 
faculty, tho' ſtrangely weakened and corrupted 
by the fall, till retains a ſurprizing degree of 
ſtrength and vigour in ſome, all ages having pro- 
duc'd individuals whoſe power of recollection has 
been amazing, But 1 the generality the caſe 
is 
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is different: their memories are exceeding trea- 


cherous : which by no means proves that their 

more moral injury by fin than 
others, but only that the body is leſs perfe& : for 
it is well known that the memory depends entire- 
ly on the brain, and is l ſtrong as the 
modification of that organ is more or leſs calculat- 
ed for exerting this function. But, be it /frong 


or. tueaſ tis ning, like our other powers, great- 


ly corrupted in all. Inſtead of being, as was 
originally intended, a well order'd repoſitory of 
divine truths and uſeful remarks, drawn from ex- 
perience and obſervation, it is become a mere ſink” 
of 'fin, or a lumber-room of impertinence and 
folly. We commonly remember beſt what it 
would be well to forget, and forget what we ought 
to remember; our minds, like a leaky veſſel, 


readily let out the pure water of life, while they 
never fail to retain the filth of ſin and dregs of 
vanity, What is pious and uſeful makes but a 


very faint impreſſion, and is therefore ſoon forgot, 
whereas what is impure and prejudicial, being 
agreeable to.qur.carnal hearts, ſinks deep and re- 
mains long, 

15. But the caſe is quite alter'd when the Me- 
mory is ſanctiſed. Then the things of God ap- 
pearing to the mind in all their importance, make 
a deep and laſting impreſſion upon our hearts: 
whereas earthly and temporal things, the vanity 
and ſhort duration of which the underſtanding 
diſcovers, do not much affect us, and therefore are 
not remember d. Thus the memory is weaken- 
ed with regard to thoſe things, which are 
trifling and hurtful, and ſtrengthen'd with regard 
to thoſe which are important and uſeful. Or ra- 
ther, it caſts away the former as unworthy of a 

lace in ſuch a facred repoſitory, and retains the 
latter, as things that deſerve to be Jock'd up in 
the cabinet of the heart, The . 
| | cading 
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leading faculty, being enlighten'd, and the 7/7 
render d obedient to its dictates, the Memory is 
only entruſted. with what is uſeful and excellent, 
to which it is-more at liberty to attend, and will 
keep with greater faithfulneſs; being freed from 
the care of that uſeleſs lumber, which before diſ- 
tracted and overcharged it. Add to this, that ze 
Spirit helgs aur weak infirmities, and brings to our 
remembrance the things we have ſeen and heard, 
and that at the very time when it · is moſt: needful. 
In this way is the damage our memory hath fuſe 
tained by the fall much repaired : However, as it 
depends ſo much (as has been ſaid) on the bodily 
organs, it cannot be ſuppoſed it will be wholly 
reſtored to its original ſtate, till the body itſelf : is 
created anew by a glorious reſurrection. Then, 
and not before, ſhall we be freed from this and 

every other infirmity.. 1 
16. In · tie mean time, be the memory ſtrong 
or weak, it may be ſanctiſed, and no longer em- 
ployed as an inſtrument of unrighteouſneſs unto 
ſin, but devoted to the honour and ſervice of 
God. Inſtead of. ſubſerving the deſigns of Satan, 
and miniſtring: to our guilt and miſery, by ſup- 
plying fuel to our. pride, reſentment, and l; it 
may ſerve the purpoſe.of God's glory, and help 
to promote our holineſs: and. happineſs, by re- 
minding us of motives to humility, faith, and 
love. Many have firong,. but unſan#ified,, memo- 
ries, which as to-encreaſe their knowledge, 
not their grace; and, of conſequence, to aggra- 
vate their condemnation. But by ſanctification, 
the memory being conſecrated to God and religion, 
becomes. a ſacred ſtorehouſe for the Chriſtian's 
ſupply in his journey thro* this wilderneſs to the 
New Jeruſalem. There the Word of Truth is laid 
up, whence he is furniſhed with the armour of 
righteouſneſs on the right hand and on the left, with 
food to nouriſh,. and with medicine to heal his 
B 2 foul, 
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ſoul. There former experiences are preſerved, 

which being reviewed, afford much matter for 
humiliation and gratitude, and greatly add to his 
confidence and joy. And there the Lippenfations 

of Divine Providence, whether of a public or 

private nature, whether towards himſelf or others 

with whom he has been acquainted, are kept in 

ſtore, and being reflected upon, ſerve both for 

caution and for comfort; both to guard him 

againſt thoſe fins and follies for which God hath 

chaſtiſed him and others, and to prompt him to 

that holy living, and thoſe good works, which | 
fail not of meeting with a preſent reward. Above | | 
All, there he treaſures up the commandments of 
God, with many prudential rules of duty, that 

he may never be at a loſs to know the way where- 

in he ought'to go, and how he ought to walk there- 


in ſo as to pieaſe God. 


We come now to conſider, 2dly, the ſanctifi- 
cation of the Soul (4600) including under that = 
term the Paſſions and Appetite. 
1. By the Pafhons, I mean thoſe Effie or 
emotions of the mind, which are excited upon the 
apprehenſion of any real or ſuppoſed good or evil. 
When we apprehend any thing good or excellent, | 
we /ove (that is, eſteem and take complacency in) | 
it; if it appears any way ſuitable to us, we defrre - 
it, and that more or leſs, as it appears more or | 
leſs fuitable. If there is any proſpect of attaining | 
it, we hops for it, and our hope is proportionable 
to ſuch a proſpect. If we: have actually attamed 
it, and find it to anſwer our expectations, we re- 
joice in the poſſeſſion of it. On the other hand, 
when we apprehend any thing evil, we hate it; 
if it appears hurtful to «s particularly, we are 
averſe to it. If, farther, it ſeems likely to befall 
us, we fear it; and if it does in fact befall us, it 
excites ſorreto and direſt. Theſe are generally 
n | een 68k f- accounted . 
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zecounted the principal and leading Paſſions, from 


which all the reſt are derived, and to which they 
may be referred, viz. Love and Hatred, Deſire 
and Aver/ion, Hope and Fear, Foy and Sorrow 
and theſe I ſhall confine myſelf to at preſent.- 

2. Now all theſe muſt be ſanctiſſed, being na- 
turally inordinate and irregular; It is a melan- 
choly truth, - manifeſt from daily experjence and 
obſervation, and confirmed by the teſtimony of 
Scripture, that we are prone to /ave what we 
ſhould hate, and hate what we ſhould love; defre 
what we ſhould ah, and 4bhor /what we ſhould 
defire ; hope for what we ſhould rather fear, and 
fear what ſhould excite our hope ; rejorce in that 
which ought to give us ſorrow, and ſorrow-tor 
that which ought to afford us joy. It is plain, 
that the ſuppoſed good things of this world, ſuch 
as riches, tak, health, eaſe;- the-pleaſures of 
ſenſe and thoſe” of imagination, naturally excite 
our leve and deſire, - hope and joy; while the ſup- 
poſed evil things of, the-world, ſuch as poverty,- 
diſgrace, ſickneſs, pain, labour, toil,: awaken in- 
us the contrary paſſions of hatred, .aver/ion, fear, 
and ſorroto. vl} G50 12000 246 5 00 FR 

It is true, there is a ſenſe in which all this 
is lawful, viz. when it is done in perfect ſubor- 


dination to God and his holy will; when theſe 


different and contrary paſſions are excited in us 
in a regular manner and in a due degree, and are 
only indulged for God's fake, and with a- view to 
his glory, being influenced by his love, and ſub- 
jected to his command. But, ſurely, this is not 
the caſe with any before they are ſanctified. Pre- 
vious to this change being wrought upon us, not 
only the *forementioned things of the world re- 

puted good, but n itſelf is the object of our love 

and deſire, hope and jay; while God and religion, 
holineſs and obedience, things ſpiritual and di- 


vine, are hated and avoided, as though they were 
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evil in themſelves and prejudicial to us. That 
this is the caſe, all who are enlightened by the 
Spirit of God, have ſeen and felt to their ſorrow ; 
and as for thoſe who are ſtil] unawakened, I beg 
leave to remind them of the words of inſpiration, 
The heart (meaning chiefly the affections) is deceit- 
ful above all things, and defperately wicked , and 
again, God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great 
_ the earth, and that the imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart (the various motions and 
workings of his paſſions) was only evil, and that 
continually, evil from his youth up. | 

4. How much then do our paſſions need to be 


-ſanQiified!! How neceſſary is it that a ons + 


thould be wrought in them]! That they ſhouſd 
be properly reſtrained and duly regulated] Sub- 
jected to the will of God, and fixed upon their. 
proper objects] all which is implied in their 
fanQification, The Lord direct your hearts into the 
tove of God, fays St. Paul, 2 Theſſ. iii, 5. that is, 
May the whole train of your Affections be under 
the influence of the love of God. Now this is 
really and fully done when we are fanctified. 
Then God and his holy will, religion and virtue, 
holineſs here, and happineſs hereafter, engage our 
chief attention, and poſſeſs the ſupreme place in 
our affection. We highly germ and fervently, 
lave them, eagerly 4e, and diligently purſue 
them: They are the objects of our hope and joy, 
and we take complacency and delight in them 
from day to day. And if we deſire or delight in 
any thing elſe, it is in ſubordination to God and 
his holy will. We are therefore crucified unto the 
world, and the world is crucified unto us : We are 
ſaved from the love of things temporal, from all 
undue attachment to them and deſire after them, 
well knowing, F any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him, a 
SF 111d #5 1 5. In 


8. In the mean time, our averfion to the cui 
things of the world, as poverty, reproach, ſick- 
neſs, and pain, is ſo moderated, that we are re- 
ſigned to ſuffer them when God ſhall ſo appoint; 
neither fearing them when abſent with any fear 
that hath torment, nor /orrowing as thoſe that 
have no hope nor portion in God, when they are 
reſent, But rather we deſire often to heve fel- 
hr ip with Chriſt in his ſufferings, and ræjoice that 
he is magnified in our body, whether by eaſe or: 
pain, % or death, Yea, when our afflidtions 
abound, our conſalations do much more abound, At 
the ſame time, for, all ſin, whatever honour, or 
leaſure, or profit it promiſes, is the object of our 
tred and abhorrence, We are heartily ſorry for 
our paſt ſins, the remembrance of them is griev- 
ous unto us, and by the grace of God we deter- 
mine for the future not to repaat them. We 
have an utter hatred to every appearance of 
evil, and a filial fear of offending: him, whom 
our ſouls love. And thus are all our Paſſions 
exerciſed upon their proper qhjects, and, duly, 


regulated. elle oy Ni 

6. Having dwelt ſo long upon the foregoing 
particulars, I ſhall ſay leſs upon the Appetites, the 
e ERA Was —_ 1 2 be conſi- 
dered. e Appetites, I mean theſe propen/ities 
:: 9:47 es which are ſuited to an — — 
ture, and which God hath for wiſe ends implant- 
ed in us, whom he hath endued with ſuch a na- 
ture, Theſe it is not the will of God to eradicate, 
any more than our Paſſions, but only to regulate 
and reſtrain them, of which ſurely they have 
great need, For, alas! how frequently, how 
almoſt univerſally are they indulged to exceſs 1 
How much delicacy and expenſive ſuperfluity in 
eating and drinking | How many uſeleſs, nay de- 
ſtructive diſhes = invented liquors ! How much 
intemperance among all orders and ny 

men 
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men] How much gluttony and drunkenneſs !' 

How many eſtates are ſquandered away! How 

many families reduced to see to gratify a 
e 


vile appetite, to fulfil a beaſtly deſire] And what 
is yet more to be deplored, how many thus ruin 
a good conſtitution, and bring various diſeaſes 


upon themſelves, at once painful and ſhameful, 
which it is beyond "the power of medicine to re- 


medy, and which terminate at laſt in an untimely 
death; while, in the mean time, they deprive” 
themſelves of the divine favour; and caſt their 
ſouls into endleſs perdition ! ' Their end it defiruc- 
tron, becauſe their God is their belly, and their glory 
is their ſhame. In fine, how much uncleanneſs 
of every kind, the ſcandal and reproach, I will 
not ſay of Chriſtianity, but of human nature it- 
ſelf ! How far, in theſe reſpects, is man de- 
graded-beneath the brutes that periſh ! 


7. Now the ſanctification of our Appetites puts 
an entire end to all this, and enables us to live 
ſoberly, as'well as righteoufly and godly in this pre- 
ſent? world, ſtrictly cultivating temperance and 
chaſtity in all their branches, It implies the cru- - 


cifixion of all defire after ſuperfluous or 'delicate 
food, and the reſtraint or eradication of all im- 


pure luſts whatſoever. Then ſhall we only take 
that quantity and quality of food which is moſt”. 


conducive to our ' bodily health, and beſt fits us 
for the ſervice of God in that lawful calling where- 
in his providence hath placed us. Then ſhall' 
we manifeſt in all our tempers, words, and works, 
the inward purity of our hearts. We ſhall glori- 
fy God by chaſtity and modeſty in a fingle life, 
the more excellent way, to thoſe who can receive 
it, or by temperance and fidelity in a marriage 
ſtate, which is honourable in all, and neceſſary 
for many. In either ſtate we ſhall preſerve our- 
ſelves free from the pollutions that are in the world 
through lit. Remembering that our bodies, as 


well 


well as fouls, are temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
5 i the blood of Chriſt, we {ball not 
itute them to {in and the devil by gratifying 
24s baſe deſire, but ſhall keep 8 holy, that 
we may glorify Gad, as well in our body as Ari, 
enn are God's, 


| _This leads me, zdly, to alain few worde 
. the ſancti cation Tr the 70 
* ”_ and & depraved, ſedue- 
ed Ta Gol , debauche! 35 and devoted to 
the ſervice of Satan, 2 „a mere ſervant 
and inſtrument in their Kn is obliged to ac- 
compa uy: them in their revolt, and obey the die- 
tates of its leaders. As bo Boe ark A does 
not diſcern the evil of fin, Conſcience ne- 
monſtrate againſt it; as the Will as and A acliont of: 
man chuſe and embrace it, and his > bong hur- 
ry him on to the commillion of it, it is no woa- 
er if his fleſh ſerve the law of fin, and he preſent his 
members as inſti ruments of unrighteouſneſs thereuato, 
Indeed the members at our bodies may, be always. 
ſaid to farve in, when we are not in ced by 
the love of God, and a regard to his glory; be- 
cauſe then Gur motives and ends are not good, nor 
of confequence the words and actions to which 
they give birth. Our eye is not /angle, but evil, 
and hence our whole hd is full of darkneſs, our 
whole conduct a ſcene of fin : We. ſerve ourſelves 
and the devil, but not the Lord Jeſus. And 
however innocent our outward: deportment may 
appear before men, it is far from meeting with 
his approbation who ſearcheth the beart, and trieth- 
the reins of the children of men, 

2. But, alas ! too often it is not outwardly in- 
nocent, but we preſent our members ſer vants to un- 
cleanneſi, and iniguity unto iniguity.0 Our Eyes are 
de dal, in bebo/ding vanity, if not in gratifying. 
the zan, envious, or covetqus defire. j 

ars 
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Ears are attentive to idle ſongs, to flattering lips, 
and a' flanderous tongue. If our Hands do not 
pick and ſteal, rob and defraud, hurt and maim 
any one; if they do not injure our neighbour in 
His perſon or property, yet are they perhaps in- 
dentives to concupiſcence or wrath, or negligent. 
in our calling and in relieving the indigent. If 


gur Feet are not. ſwift to ſhed blood, if they do not” 


aſſiſt us to purſye; overtake; and abuſe or deſtroy 
thoſe for whom Chriſt died; yet do they perhaps 
walk in the tuay e ſinners, and follow the multitude 
to do evil, conveying us to places of debauchery 
and exceſs, riot and uncleanneſs. And our- 
Tongue, that glory of our frame, whereby we 


ſhould praiſe our God, and edify our fellow- crea- 
tures, ſuppoſing, ſfiame and humanity preſerve it 
(would to God they always did ]) from blaſphem- 


ing that holy name whereby we are called, and curſ- 


ing our brethren of mankind; yet will: it. back- 


bite and flander the abſent, or talk unprofitably 


before ſuch as are preſent. Thus, through ſin, 


do we abuſe and diſhonour our own: bodies, and 


turn the gifts of God againſt him. We do not,. 


indeed, Hide our Lord's talent in a naplin, but we 
do what is ſtill worſe, we employ it to his mani- 
' feſt diſhonour. | 


3: But obſerve: the change ſanctification pro- 
duces, even in the uſe of our Body. Then it is 


that we comply with the Apoftle's exhortation : 
Let not fin reign in your mortal body, to obey it in 


the luſis thereof, neither yield your members: as in- 


' ftruments of ny unto ſm ; but yield your 


ſelves to God, as thoſe who are alive from the dead, 
and your members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto. 
God, Our Eyes are now employed in reading the 


Word of God, and diſcovering: the wonders of 
his wiſdom, power, and love, manifeſted! in the 


works of creation, Our Ears are open to receive 
inſtruction, to hearken to the. complaint of the 
ho poor,. 
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moor, and the diſtreſs of the afflicted. Our 


Tongues proclaim the loving kindneſs of the Lord, 

and ſpeak of all his wonderous works. Grace 1s 

poured into our lips, and the law of kindneſs dwells, 

2 our tongue. Our converſation is ſeaſoned with, 
a 


lt, meet to miniſter grace to the hearers. Our Hands 


are exerted in honeſt labour, or ſtretched out in 
acts of charity, according to.the ability God hath 


given, Our Feet convey us to the houſe of God, 


the aſſembly of the ſaints, and we walk in all his 
pleaſant ways: We walk worthy of the Lord un- 


to all pleaſing, and ſerve him with every faculty, 


of our ſoul and member of our body, 


T. Thus have we ſeen how every part of us is 
to be ſanctified: I have only to add, before I diſ- 
miſs this head of my diſcourſe, gthly, That it is 
further intended by the word oh, that every 
part ſhould be ſanctified perfectly. Not as if the 
Apoſtle meant that any bounds could be ſet to 
this ſanctification, ſo that we could, at any peri- 
od, ſay, Hitherto ſhalt thou go and no further Not 
as if there were any ſtate to be arrived at on 
earth, wherein our holineſs ſhould be incapable 
of increaſe. Surely no : Nor, it is probable, in 
heaven neither. It ſeems eſſential to the happi- 
neſs of a creature, à finite being, that it ſhould 
continually advance in perfection. And this it 
may do through millions of ages, and ſtill come 
infinitely ſhort of the perfection of God.—It ap- 
pears from what has been ſaid, that the ſanctifi- 
cation of our other powers ariſes from, and de- 
pends upon, the ſanctification of the Under/tand- 
ing. The more the Underſtanding is enlighten- 
ed in the true knowledge of God, the more our 
Will and Afe#tons centre in him as our chief 
good. The more we diſcern, by the light of grace 
the vanity of the world, the more muſt our hearts 


be diſengaged from it, The ſame I may fay of 
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imm m general: The, more evil it appears, the 
more (hall we hate and guard againſt it. And 
with regard to holineſs, the more excellent in its 
nature, and happy in its tendency it ſeems to us, 
the more ſhall we love and purſue it. Now, who 
can fay he is as much enlightened in theſe reſpects 
as he may be? Surely none. And ſurely then, 
none can'teaſonably think he is arrived at the top 
of the ladder in holineſs, and can therefore ad- 
vanice no further. But while we are in the world, 
we may and muſt confider it to be our duty and 
privilege,.to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Sf Chri/t. 
2. But when the Apoſtle prays that we may be 
perfectly ſanctified, he means, ** as far as we are 
capable of being in this world :” That the darkneſs 
may paſs awny, and the true light continually ſhine : 
That we may walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
having daily fellowſhip with him, and one with 
another That we may have an unttion from the Holy 
One, teaching us all things, the Spirit guiding us in- 
to all truth, He means further, that our Will may 
be wholly conformable to, and ſwallowed up in 
the will of God, fo that we may lie in his hands 
as the clay in the hands of the potter, to be diſ- 
poſed of according to his will, and formed after 
his likeneſs, chooſing him for our only portion, 
and reſigning up all our deſigns and defires to him. 
Again, that our Conſcience may continually feel 
the cleanſing virtue of Jeſus's blood; that we may 
waſh in the fountain and be ever clean, ſaying, 
from the heart, | 
_ < Every moment, Lord, I feel, 
The merit of thy death :” 


Arid*.hat we may find continual matter of re- 
Joicing in the teſtimony of a good and tender con- 
ſcience. He means, laſtly, that our Paſſions and 
Appetites ſhould be fo regulated and inflamed with 


divine 


8 1 
divine love, that a peace, paſſing underſtanding, 
may keep our hearts and minds t ough Chrisi efus, 
and we may dwell in love, and in God, and God in 
us, Thus ſhall we be able to adopt the follow- 
ng language, very expreſſive of the full aſſurance 
of hope: | 3 

* *Tis done at laſt, the great deciding part, 
The world's ſubdued, and thou haſt all my heart; 

It triumphs in the change, and fixes Here, 

Nor does another ſeparation fear; | 

«© No various ſcenes to come, no change of place, 

«© Shall thy loved image from my ſoul efface ; 


«© Nor length, nor breadth, nor diſtant high above, 
«© Nor depth below, ſhall part me from thy love.“ 


And all this, that whether we eat or drink, or 
whatever we do, we may do all to the glory of God ; 
that whatever we do in word or deed, we may do all 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God, 
even the Father, through him. 

3. And now ſhall not this bleſſing be ours? 
Can we hear of this renovation of our fallen na- 
ture, of this health and good conſtitution of ſoul, 
and not long to poſſeſs it? Surely: this fan&ifica- 


tion, ſo excellent in itſelf, and fo beneficial in 


its effects, muſt appear in the eyes of all that are 
enlightened, to be far more deſirable than the 
moſt valuable of thoſe earthly vanities, which ſo 
univerſally engage the attention, and engroſs the 
affections of all mankind ! Surely one cannot 
even tranſiently behold this divine perfection and 
beauty without emotion, and cannot attentively 
conſider it without being overcome with deſire, 
and made (as it were) ſick of love] How lovely 
is this image of God, this divine nature! How 
honourable and happy to be cloathed with it! To 


have all our fins forgiven, and our conſciences 


ſprinkled from guilt ! To have all our diſeaſes 
healed, and our ſouls reſtored to perfect ſound- 
neſs! To have our life redeemed from eternal 
deſtruction, and our heads crowned with loving 
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kindneſs and tender mercies]! To have God's : 
approbation on earth, and to hear him 9. in that 
day, Well done! © what equals this? 


« And ſhall the victor now 

«© Boaſt the proud laurels on his painted brow ? 
Religion! Oh thou Cherub!l heavenly bricht. 
«© Oh joys unmix'd and fathomleſs r ge g 


** Thou, thou art all!“ 5 


4. As to the way in which this bolinefs ; 4 
tained, I muſt beg leave to make that a diſtinct 
head of diſcourſe, having enlarged ſo much on 
the points already treated, In the mean time, 
let us carefully conſider what hath been ad- 
vanced ; let us mark, learn, and 477 
it; and let us lift up our hearts unto God in 
earneſt prayer for his bleſſing upon it! Thus 
ſhall we become more and more acquainted with 
its excellency and neceſſity. Our defires after it 
will be maintained and encreaſed, and we ſhall 
even hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs. And then 
we ſhall not only be prepared to receive benefit by 
what may hereafter be ſaid, but ſhall be in the 
high way to have our defires accompliſhed, for 
22 are they who hunger and thinſt after righteouſ= 


meſs, for they, ſpall be filled. 


SERMON 


SEA ⁰,L.t. Il. 


i 
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8 5 the very Ged of Peace Lene 10 you 222 
44 


70 Chr! 75 Faithful is he ta calleth you, *I 
* will da it. 


'AVING conſidered the nature and ex- 
| tent of Sanctification, I proceed now, ſe- 
jo condly, as was progaſed, to ſhew how 
it may be obtained? fs 


and 


1. With regard. to this, I muſt horns: iſt, 
We cannot produce this change in ourſelves by 
any wiſdom or power of our own, This will be 
readily allowed by all who attentively conſider 
what has been already advanced on the nature of 
San&tification. For it appears by the account 
given above, that previcus to aur ſanctifleation, 
while in our natural ſtate, we are devoid of all 
T6 wiſdom and power to do any manner of thing 
that is good. And this is confirmed by our Lord, 
who faith, Without me ye can do nothing. Now if 
we can do nothing without him, how can we do 
this, ſo great, ſo wonderful a work? Can the 
blind reſtore himſelf to ſight ? Can the dead raiſe 
himſelf up? Can the dead in fin quicken his own 
foul? Alas! he does not even know that he is 
dead, but fleeps on till and takes his reft ; and if 
he did know, he has no ability to perform 
what is ſo ſupernatural, What then muſt be 
be done in this caſe ? Where ſhall we find relief ? 
St. Paul tells us, Our ſu 6 ficiency is of God ; and 


again, 
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again, Gad worketh in us to will and to do of hit 
good pleaſure, Hence it is, that, in the words of 
our text, he directs his prayer unto God for this 
bleſſing,” May the very God of peace, auſlog d 6 Oro; 
rng expnyns : It ſhould rather de rendered, May the 
God of Peace himſelf ſanctiſy you. Tt is his peculiar. 
work: Only he. who commanded light to ſhine out "of 
darkneſs, can ſhine on our hearts; only he who er 
atec he world, and brought order out of confu- 
ſign zen new-create our ſouls, We muſt ac- 
_ knowelge his 4ortmanſ/hip, if we are created in 

Chrijt Jens unto good works. 

2. | obſerve, 2dly, God works this change in 
us, by communicating to us his holy Spirit in his 
various graces. As a Spirit of Viſdem and Revela- 
tien, he diſpells the darkneſs of our minds, and 
makes us light in the Lord. As a Spirit of Holi- 
neſs, he ſubdues our Wills, and raiſes our Aﬀec- 
tions to God and Heaven. As a Camforter, he 
removes our guilty fears, ſcatters our doubts, and 
ſprinkles our conſciences from dead works, that 
we may ſerve the living God, He compoſes the 
tumult of our breaſts, gives us peace and joy thro” 
believing, and fills us with ſtrong conſolation, He 
is the earngſi of our future inheritance in our hearts, 
and it is by him we are ſealed to the day of redemp- 
tion, Hence it is that we are ſaid to abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Ghoft ; and love, mecekneſs, 
gentleneſs, long-ſuffering, and every holy affection 
and temper 1s in Scripture aſcribed to the Spirit 
of God. Vea, Sanctification itſelf, with all that 
it includes, is there ſaid to be the work of the 
Spirit, (See 2 Theſſ. ji. 13.) 

3. And as God begins this work by giving us 
his Spirit, fo he maintains it by cauſing his Spirit 
to continue with us. For as the beginning, fo the 
continuance of Sanctification depends neceffarily 
upon his inſpiration. For as the branch cannot bear 
Frail of itſelf, unleſs it abide in the vine, and the lap 
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of the vine abide in it; 0 more can tue, except tue 
abide. in Chriſt, and the Spirit of Chriſt abide in 
us. 1f any man (do not obſerve this and) abide 
not in him, he is forth. as a branch, and is aui- 
thered. Hence Chriſt exhorts us, Abide in me, 
and I in you ;, and, for our encouragement, adds, 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bring- 
eth forth much fruit; and, eyery b in me that 
beareth fruit, my Fatber pur gab it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit. The ſum̃ of the matter is this: 
All our wiſdom in ſpiritual things, holineſs, and 
happinels, ariſe from the preſence of the Sprit in 
us. While He continues to enlighten, ſunctity, 
and comfort us, ſo long 'we. now, obey, and are 
happy. But if * (which it is not His 
will ta do) all our god vaniſhęes, and we are leſt 
the ſame ignorant, unboh, miſerable :crexures we 
were before. | r a 


: 


4. It plainly follows from What has been ad- 


vanced, that our Sanctification can only. be in- 
creaſed by an increaſe of the Spirit's. influences. 
Fr if the beginning, ang, equtimuance of our Sandti- 

cation depend ſo entirely on the lbeginnigg and 
continuance af. the operations afythe Spirit, ſo 
mult an increaſe of it, on an ineteaſe af thois 
operations. The mere deep, ronſtant, and uni- 


verſa! thoſe influences; are, the more decb, con- 


F 


Haut and nie u uſt our Sandification be. 
90 that, in order to par, fill, petfect, aud pitire 
van Fei, nnd fe filled' coith the Spirit, 
mult tecedye all 


for us, and pramiſed'ts us; muſt he He, ah ll 
Ae % Cd, ol well in Cal, avd God in 
ws... Thus ſhall al the good pleaſure of his will be 
fulfilled in us, and the wark of faith wuirb power ; 


Ve ſhall . made perfect. gu entire, lacking nothing; 
bla compleat,in thy whole, will Ga Bring 
705 


„ Jichle that hath, oplted ts in. bely. le 9 
1 C 3 5. Thus 


all. thoſe meaſuſès of him purchaſed 
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5, Thus it appears, if eyer we are ſanctiſied, 
we muſt be indebted ts God for our ſanctifica- 
tion, muſt acknowledge Him the Author of it; 
and none of us can doubt his power in this mat- 
ter. He is able, we know, to do for us exceeding 
abundantly, above all we can aſt or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us. But is he willing? 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſi make me clean, And 
rely ++ _ no One women to doubt _— Wil- 
ngneſs than his power; for he is a God of Peace, 
—— Apoſtle — us in our oooh Had it 
been otherwiſe, we could have had little hopes of 
being forgiven, much leſs of being fanRified ; we 
could have expected nothing but utter deſtrac- 
tion, having been rebels againft his government, 
and traitors to the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords. But here is our comfort, He is a God 5; 
peace, He has made peace for us by the blood of the 
_ He is in Chrift reconciling the world to him- 
ſelf}, not imputing their treſpaſſes to them, and Peace be 
unto you, is the language of his love. He ſent his 
angels to bring tidings of peace upbn earth, and 
has appointed his miniſters to proclaim peace 
throughout all lands, l 22 
6. And now ſay whether it is reaſonable to call 
His willingneſs in queſtion? JF he hath not with- 
held from us his only begotten Son, but freely deliver- 
ed him up for us all, to ſufferings, to death, even 
the moſt 1gnominious and accurſed death of the 
croſs, how hall he not with him freely. give us all 
things? Eſpecially the bleſſings he purpoſely died 
to procure? Did Chriſt fuffer without the camp 
that be might Lene the people by his Bliod, and 
will he deny them the ſanctification he thus pur- 
chaſed ? P ar be the thought from us. / while 
we enemies, we were Peconciled unto God, by the 
death v bis Son, much more,” being recontiled, tue 
Hull be. ſaued i bis life. * Oh what conſplation is 
here ! That love which gave us Chriſt, can deny 
fL Sit * 
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us nothing good, —We are bis of5pring, his chik 
dren, and he our Father: And will our heavenly 
Father refuſe us what he knows to be neceſſary 
for us? I appeal to yourſelves. 7 a ſon aſk 
bread of any of you who is 4 father, will he 7 bread 
give him a flone? Or if beaſt a fiſh, will he give 
him a ſerpent? Now, if ye being evil, angry, 
peeviſh, unkind, if ye know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more will your heaven- 
ly Father, who is pure, boundleſs, univerſal love, 
grve bis holy ſpirit to thoſe that aſk him? Sing we 
then, 
« Away my unbelieving fear, 
- 5 Fear ſhall in me no more take place: 
«© My Saviour doth not yet appear, 
„ He hides the brightneſs of his face. 
© But ſhall I therefore let him go, 
«© And baſely to the Tempter yield? 
No, in the ftrength of Jeſus, no, 

I never will give up my ſhield.” 

7, For conſider further, he hath invited us to 
come to him for this bleſſing : Faithful is he that 
hath called you, ver. 24. , God hath, in a variety 
of ways, (by his providence, his word, his mi- 
niſters, his ſpirit,) called us to come to him for 
ſanctification. And will he mock his helpleſs 
creatures? Will he deceive our confidence, and 
diſappoint our expectations? Will he bid us 
come to kim for ſanctification, and when we are 
come, turn his back upon us, and refuſe us the 
bleſſing ? Far be the thought from us! Surely 
this would be a degree of cruelty rarely to be met 
with among men, abandoned as they are; and to 
aſcribe this to God, would be highly derogator 
to his glory, and little Jeſs than blaſphemy. ſt 
would be to impeach his divine love, his farting 
attribute, and+to- make him altogether ſuch as, if 
not worſe than ourſelves. | 
8. But that unbelief may be baniſhed from 
among us, that it may never more dare to ſhew 

| its 
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its head, 1 muſt add we have not only the deine 
1% lam, arid power, and Hove, all engaged to fan- 
tify us, but his faittfulneßt alſo. Faithful is he that 
hath called ou. This intimates that God, hath 
promiſed it, and this he certainly hath done in 
many places, nd in various forms of expreſſion; 
By Moſes he fays, I will circumciſe thy heart, and 
the heart of 45) ſeed, and thit Batt lint the Lori thy 
God with all thy heart, and ſoul, and frength. By 
Feremiiah he ſays, I wil! put my laws into their 
minds, and write tbem bx their hearts; which the 
Apoſtle thought ſo precious a promiſe, that he 
quotes it twice 25. 4 principal and diſtinguiſhin 

bleflirig of the N 8 Covenant. By Ezekiel God 
promiſes, IT tuiilſprinile clean water upon you, and 
you ſhall be clean 1 all your filthineſs and idols 
will I cleamſe yet?! A new heart will I give unto you, 
and a right ſpirit vill I renew within you.” , Chriſt 
himſelf aſſures us, They that hunger and thirſt after 
rightequſueſs, ſhall be filled, and that his followers 
ſhall be perfect, as their Father in heaven is perfect. 
Arid (to mention no more) St. Peter conſiders 
God's promiſes in general as made with a view to 
this one end, wien he ſays, There are given to us 
exceeding great and precious Promiſes, that by theſe 
(by the accompliſhment of theſe} we might be made 
partakers of the divine nature, even that image of 
God, in Which we were originally created, light, 
holineſs, and happineſs, or, in one word, Sanc- 
RR,” wr ORF aun 

9. Plain it is then that this e 

prämie and that repeatedly, and in the of 
expreſs terms, Now, obſetve who it is that hath 
made theſes promifes ; not a weak and helpleſs, 


falſe and'peffidious, fickle and inconftaht worm 


of the earth, whoſe malice and wickedneſs might 
rompt him to degeive us, if he wete ever ſo 4 2 
of whoſe power might be infüfficient, if de were 
ever ſo willing, to fulfil his promiſes,” "ANG 
| od, 
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God, our ater, Preſerver, and Redeemer, the 
Great I AM, the Everlaſting and Unchangeable 
Jehovah, whoſe wiſdom and power, holineſs and 
juſtice, truth and love, are equally infinite ; who 
is poſſeſſed of all poſſible perfections, and all whoſe 
perfections oblige him (ſo to ſpeak) to fulfil his 
promiſes, That love, immenſe and unſearchable, 
which firſt induced him to promiſe, muſt as 
ſtrongly incline him to perform; and this, conſi- 
dering his unerring wiſdom and almighty 8 
he cannot want ability to do. Nay, this he wil 
and mut do, becauſe he is holy, juſt, and true; 
becauſe it cannot be, that the Strength of Ißrael 
ſhould lie or deceive. So that it is, in fact, im- 
poſſible God ſhould neglect to fulfil his promiſes, 
for the fulfilment whereof all his attributes land 
engaged; yea, as impoſlible as it is for him to be 
- diveſted 900 thoſe attributes, or ceaſe to exiſt. And 
this we know is of all impoſſibilities the greateſt. 
Well then might the Apoſtle affirm the promiſes 


0 
Sad in Chrift Fefus are Yea and Amen. The pl. 


lars of heaven may give way, the laws of nature 
be reverſed, but no promiſe of God ſnall ever fail 
of its accompliſhment, | | | 
«© Should nature fail, and darkneſs hide the ſtars, 
% And cover with a ſable veil the ſun, 1 
„ Unchang'd and fixt the truth of God remains, 


% Nor knows the leaſt decay. Here will I reſt 
With full aſſurance and unſhaken faith.“ 


, Conclude we then with St. Paul in our text,. — 

Faithful is he that hath called you, who alſo will ds it. 
© 10, But for whom will he doit? For it is 
_ manifeſt theſe promiſes are not made without 
ſome reſtriction, in that they are not fulfilled in 
all men univerſally, I anſwer, not for unbeliev- 
ing, prayerleſi, careleſs ſouls; not for thoſe who 
diſpiſe or neglect theſe promiſes, who prefer to 
them, great and precious as they are, the toys and 
© trifles of earth, the vain amuſements and gratifica- 
* tions 
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tions of ſenſe. Let not theſe feed themſelyes with 
delufive hopes of holineſs on earth, or happineſs 
in heaven. Let them not imagine that God will 
(confer ſo great a treaſure upon thoſe who ſo light- 
ly eſteem it, or that he will force this ſanctifica- 
tion upon'any one againſt his will, Nor let any 
ſuppoſe that their own defire is to have no part in 
this work, or that they are not to be workers lo- 
gether with Gad. But let them remember, that 
as God moorketh in them to will and to do, of bis 
good pleaſure, they are to uſe the grace he gives, 
_ to work out their ſalvation with fear and trem- 1 
bling. | | | 
11. To explain this point a little. There is 
by nature no merit and no frength in us. We 
ean do nothing but fin tifl his grace prevent and 
-accompany us, and, of conſequence, can do no- 
thing to deſerye'his grace; nay, can do nothing 
but what deferves his wrath, and curſe, and eter- 
nal puniſhment. ' But this notwithſtanding, with- 
out any regard to our merit, or rather contrary 
to our demerit, his grace does in fact prevent and 
acco y us all. Les, that gruce which is 
faving hath appeared unto all men, and the truz light 
enlig hieneth every man that cometh into the world. It 
quickens the dead foul, enlightens the dark mind, 
awakens the ſtupid conſcience, excites in us good ) 
defires, and in various ways helps our igfarmities. 
It is every way ſuffictent for us, and through it 
"frengthenmg us, we con do all things. Now, upon 
our receiving or rejecting, uſing or abuſing this 
grace, our ſalvation turns. If we ftop our ears 
to its calls, and {hut our eyes againſt its light; if 
we ſtupify our conſcience with the opiates of plea- 
fure, and filence its clamours in the hurry of buſi- 
neſs and the diſttaction of care; or, to ſpeak in 
Scripture language, if we grieve, quench, and do 
*' deſpite to the fpirit of God,” our ſanctification is 
prevented, and our falvation'prechided,—But, — 
26 t e 
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the contrary, if we came to the light that our diert 
may be reproved ; if we incline ptr ear and bear that; 
ous ſoul may live ; if we con ſader aur ways and en- | 
courage, inſtead. of ſtifling convictions ; if wet 
cheriſh the motions, follow the drawings, and 
obey the dictates of the ſpirit of truth and love, 
our ſanctification is promoted, and our eternal 
ſalvation ſecured. Thus only can we reconcile 
thoſe two grand and fundamental truths, writ in 
every page (almoſt) of the Bible, that all our fal- 
vation is of God, and yet all our damnation of our- 
ſelves ; that we muſt acknowled 7 him the Author 
of our ſanctification from fir to laſt, and yet 
blame ourſelves if we are not ſanctified.. Thus 
only cari we ſee the reaſon. of thoſe exhortations, 
promiſes, and threatenings contained in Scrip- 
ture, which can mw affect intelhgent beings, 
poſſeſſed of liberty of choice and action. And 
thus only, in fine, can we underſtand the ſuit- 
ableneſs and neceſlity of thoſe means we are en- 
joined to uſe in order to our ſanctification here, 
and our falvation hereafter. {1 + 1 | 
12. For be it obſerved, God hath appointed 
certain means with a view to our ſanctification, 
and hath only promiſed to ſanctify thoſe who are 
found in the uſe of them. Such eſpecially are 
faith, and, in order thereto, hearing the word, 
prayer, and watchfulneſs. The neceſſity of faith, 
in this view, is very apparent, particularly as it 
. reſpects the promiſes. of fanCtification and the. Lord 
2 in whom theſe promiſes are Yea and Amen. 
y faith, according to the Apoſtle, the Ancient 
Worthies obtained promiſes, Heb. xi. 33. and we 
muſt, doubtleſs, obtain them in the ſame way. 
We, like them, ſeeing the promiſes, tho* apparent- 
ly afar VE muſt be perſuaded of them and embrace 
them. e muſt believe, aſſuredly, that the Lord 
hath promiſed this holineſs, and muſt rely firmly 
upon him for the accompliſhment of his * 
n 
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And in as much as it will only be accompliſhed in 
and through Chriſt, who hath procured by his 
death, and received in conſequence of his aſcen- 
fion into heaven, this and every other bleſſing for 
us, our eye muſt be unto him, and our expecta- 
tion from him. Perſuaded that in him all fullneſs 
dwells, and that he hath 1 us to come ah 
receive out of his fulneſs grace upon grace, we muſt, 
by faith, LAs 70 20 depend — him for grace 
to help in time of need, and for the fulneſs of that 
irit which is the one ſource of our ſanctifica- 
tion; and which, according to St. Paul (Gal. iii. 
2, 5.) we receive not by the works of the law, but 
by faith, Thus will Chri dwell in our hearts by 
Faith, and we ſhall be an habitatien of God through 
the Spirit, The Spirit of truth, holineſs, and 
comfort will take up his abode in us, and en- 
lighten, ſanctify, and ſave us. Our underſtand- 
ing, once darkneſs, (hall become light in the Lord; 
our will, naturally ſtubborn and refractory, ſhall 
be ſubjected to the holy will of God; our _— 
ence ſhall be ſprinkled from evil by the blood of 
Chriſt ; and all our appetites and paſſions be brought 
under the influence of love divine. Thus, as the 
Lord Jeſus promiſed on the great day of the feaſt, 
Believing in him, out of our belly (as it were) ſhall 
rivers -of living water; and, as he teſtified to 

his Apoſtle from heaven, we ſhall obtain an inhe- 
ritance among thoſe that are ſanttified by faith in him. 
13. Now this faith, which thus purifieth the 
heart, cometh by hearing ; that is, the word of God, 
whether read or heard, is the ſeed of it. Hence 
we are ſaid to be begetten by the word of truth, and 
to be born of incorruptible ſeed by the word of God : 
The truth is ſaid to make us free and the ſanctifi- 
cation of the ſpirit is cloſely connected with the be- 
lief of the truth. But then as the feed, when ly- 
ing uncovered upon the ſurface of the earth, will 
not ſpring up or bear fruit ; fo the word of om 
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if merely read and heard, if not received into the 
heart, and covered up (as it were) by frequent 
and deep conſideration, will never produce true 
holineſs, or that faith whereby holineſs is obtain- 
ed, We muſt therefore mar#, learn, and digeſt 
the word; muſt think upon it, and ponder it in 
our hearts; muſt examine ourſelves by it, and 
reduce it to practice. And thus only ſhall we 
purify our fouls, by obeying the truth, unto that un- 
feigned love of God and the brethren in which our 
ſanctification chiefly conſiſts.— This is not all: 
As the ſeed ſown in the earth will yield but a 
poor produce if not watered with the dew and rain 
of heaven, ſo the word of God, if not attended 
with the influence of the holy Spirit, will neither 
bring forth faith nor holineſs. Now this maſt be 
ſought in prayer, which is the third means I have 
mentioned as neceſſary to be uſed in order to our 
ſanctification. | 
14. A, fays the Lord Jeſus, and it foall-be 
given you; ſeek, and ye ſball find ; knock; and it ſhal! 
be opened, This advice is applicable to every bleſ- 
ſing we expect to receive at the hands of God: 
We muſt t, if we would receive them, It is 
particularly applicable to ſanctification: For in that 
remarkable paſſage in the prophecy of Ezekiel, 
where this bleſſing is ſo largely and expreſsly pro- 
miſed, the Lord hath poſitively ſaid, that for this 
thing he will be enguired ot, that he may ds it for us. 
So that it plainly appears, all who would eryoy 
the ſanctification above deſeribed, muſt wait for 
it in the way of prayer And of all who do not 
poſſeſs it, we may affirm, They have not, becauſe 
they aſk not, or, They aſe and recei ve not, becauſe 
they aſh. amiſs. They alk fram wrong. motives, 
or in a wrong manner. They are prompted, 
perhaps, merely by pride and ſelf- love, and have 
no view, to the glory of God, or they do not aſk 
. earneſtly, par ſeyermgly, * faith. The Apoſtle 
ie -*-* hath 
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dath directed us to continue in/tant in prayer; but, 
alas! how few do ſo, reſolved to take no denial 
in a matter where we have God's expreſs pro- 
miſe? Inſtead of this, not being deeply con- 
vinced of the excellency and neceſſity of this ſanc- 
tification, or not firmly believing that God will 
beſtow it, the generality, even of ſerious people, 
grow weary and faint in their minds, and deſiſt 
from the tireſome exerciſe, before they have ob- 
tained the bleſſing. | 
15. Be it obſerved, therefore, if we would aſk 
ſucceſsfully, we muſt aſk- perſeveringly ; and if we 
would aſk perſeveringly, we muſt aſk in faith. 
Accordingly St. James fays, (ch. i. ver. 5.) VF 
any man lack wiſdom (or any other bleſſing, ſup- 
poſe ſanctifying — let him aſk of God, who giv- 
eth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it 
ſpall be given him. But let him aſt in faith, no- 
thing wavering (unde Jaxgouevreg, not diſputing 
the divine veracity, or doubting the accompiiſh- 
ment of his promiſe) for he that wavereth is like a 
wave of the ſea, driven with the wind and toſſed. 
For let not that man think he ſhall receive any thing at 
the hands of the Lord. All God's attributes ſtand 
engaged to fulfil his promiſes ; and, therefore, af- 
ter this to doubt their fulfilment, is to put the 
greateſt affront upon God ; it is to doubt his be- 
ing ſo holy, juſt, and true; ſo wiſe, powerful, 
and gracious as he declares himſelf to be. We 
need not wonder, therefore, at the Apoſtle's in- 
ſiſting ſo much on faith as neceſſary to that prayer 
which will be attended with an anſwer of peace. 
For hereby we give God the glory of his divine 
perfections, ns ſet to our ſeals that he is true; 
whereas to pray in wnbelief is to give the lye to 
the God of Truth, and rob him of his honour. 
Hence the Lord Jeſus exhorts his diſciples (won- 
dering how ſoon. the fig-tree he curſed was wi- 
thered away,) Have faith in God; for verily I ſay 


uni 


lm 13 


unto you, that whoſoever ſhall ſay to this mountain, 
Be thou removed, and be thou caſt into the nid/t of 
the ſea, and ſhall nat doubt in his heart, but ſhall be- 
lieve that thoſe things which he ſaith ſhall come to 
paſs, he ſhall have whatſoever he ſaith. Therefore 
T ſay unto you (precious words, worthy. of our 


deepeſt attention!) what things ſoever ye aſe when. 


ye pray, believe that ye ſhall receive them, and ye 
ſhall have them, Mark ii. 22—25. 

16. Only let it not be forgotten, that the 
prayer which (as it were) opens heaven, and 
brings down thoſe refreſhing influences of grace 
upon us, whereby the wilderneſs becomes a pool, and 
the dry land ſprings of water, is always ſuppoſed. 
in Scripture to be attended with . 
Watch ye and pray always, ſays the Lord Jeſus. 


Praying always with all prox and ſupplication in 
and 
3 


the ſpirit, ſays St. Pau watching thereunto 
with perſeverance, Continue in prayer (lays he 
again) and watch in the ſame with thankſgivinge 

ow this watchfulneſs implies, that ** we keep 
all the powers of our ſouls awake to a ſenſe of the 
danger we-are in from our ſpiritual enemies, and 
that we ſtand on our guard againſt their attacks.“ 
Watch and pray that ye enter nat into temptation, 
fays our Lord. Be ſober, be vigilant, adds St. 
Peter, (or rather alt ypryognoale, awake and be 
watehful) for your W 4 the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, ſeeking whom he , may devour, 
If we would be ſanctified by the operation of the 
Holy Spirit (1 only way we can be ſanctified) 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that we flee from all fin 
as what oppoſes him in his work, grieves his 
love, and makes him withdraw from us. Now 
this we cannot do unleſs we ſhun temptation, 
or are prepared to meet it, and withſtand in 
the evil day. In order to which we muſt be 
awake and active, deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe 
of our danger, and _ to oppoſe the enemy Res 
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his firſt approaches. I might add too, that to 
watch againſt ſin, and therefore againſt tempta- 
tron, is neceſſary in order to our receiving the 
anſwer of our prayers ; for God heareth not ſinners, 
continuing in fin, as the blind man, whoſe eyes 
Chriſt had opened, teſtified, and his teſtimony is 
confirmed by the Pſalmiſt, where he ſays, 1f 7 re- 
gard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. 
17. Theſe means of Sanctification, Faith, the 
IWird of God, Prayer, and Watchfulneſs, 1 parti- 
cn inſiſt upon, becauſe they are directly and 
zmmidiately ſubſervient to that end, and indeed ne- 
ceſſary thereunto. But I do not intend hereby to 
diſparage or ſet aſide othet means of grace, which 
are more remotely uſeful, as being helps to thoſe 
above-mentioned, ſuch as Chriftian conver ſation, 
Faſting, and the Lord's Supper. All theſe every 
Chriſtian ſhould be careful to uſe at all opportu- 
nities, and if he do not reſt in them, but look 
thro* them to God, Bit labour ſball not be in vain 
in the Lord. | | | 
To conelude this head. How pertinent in this 
view is the advice given by the Apoſtle in the 
verſes preceding our text. Let us not fleep as db 
others, but let us watch and be ſober, putting on the 
breafi-plate of faith and love, and for an helmet the 
| hope of ſalvation, ver. 6—9. He exhorts further, 
ver. 17, Pray without ceaſing for ſanctification, 
and if ye would not pray in vain, guench not the 
ſpirit, by committing any known fin, by omitting 
any known duty, or indulging any wrong tem- 
per ; yea, 9 0 from every appearance M evil, and 
proving all things, hold faft that which is good; con- 
ſtantly and reſolutely avoid whatever appears to 
your awakened conſcience to be diſpleaſing to 
God, and as conſtantly and reſolutely purſue 
whatever appears agreeable to his will, Now, on 
a ſuppoſition that the Theſſalonians complied 
with his advice, he with confidence * 
5 | them 
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them in the words of our text, and declares, 
faithful is be that hath called us, who alſo will do it. 


- T come now in the third place to apply what 
hay boon advanced upon the before-mentioned 

eads, : | | | 
1. And, firſt, permit me to remind you of the 
neceſſity of this SanRification, and enquire whe- 
ther you experience it in any degree? Permit me 
to aſk, in reference to what has been advanced, Is 
your mind enlightened to ſee the evil of fin, and 


your conſcience awakened to pain you for it? Has 


God ſealed upon your heart the pardon of it, and 
wrought in your ſoul an hatred to it? Has he 
iven you power over it, and are you groaning 
or its entire deſtruction ? Has the all-ſufficient 
God ſo diſcovered himſelf to you, as to attract 

our deſires and win your heart? Have you 
choſen the Lord fof your portion, and do you 
ſubmit your will to him? Can you bear- with 
ſweet reſignation what he lays upon you, and do 
with chearfulneſs what he requires of you Is he 
the centre of your deſires, the foundation of your 
hopes, and the ſource of your comforts ? Do you. 
long for him, and delight yourſelf in him? Are 

our appetites under due reſtraint, and is your. 

ody but as an handmaid to the ſouf? Denne 
free from ſin, are you become a ſervant to God; and 
have you your fruit unto holineſs, that the end may 
be eternal life? If not, I dare not aſſure you, 
you are in a ſtate of falvation, or that you poſſeſs 


even that meaſure of ſanctification, which is con- 


ſequent upon faith in Chriſt, 

2. But is it not highly needful you ſhould poſ- 
feſs it? Yea, and that in as great a degree as is 
intended in our text, Can you be happy on 
earth, happy in heaven without it? Oh, ſettle 
it in your heart that you cannot, By the unal- 
terable decree of God, holineſs and happin'ſs go 

D 3 hand 


—— —_— — — "IX — _ 


— 5 - IT - — — — — — = —— — 
6244 — "—_ 2 5 — PR ——U——3ͤ — ** wat 1 be 
= — 1 . OS — - = 


— I 


1 
8 n __ —— 


[ 


— 


_—_ 
O— — 
* 
* 
4 


OO — ——— — — —— 
* 2 + 4 
bis 


— — — m— oo — 


Z — — — Ds” — 


__——— — 


—— — — 


— —— ü(— of —— ä — 2 —— , r — ln dmù > 
= 


—— x ey ——_— 
» Gy 4 - 


— —ä——— —— ¶ q ¹ufJ 


— — — — — . — 
* 


| — — _ 
- 


42 ] 


hand in hand, and the latter can only be where 
the former hath prepared its w Abſolutely 


needful it is you fhould be ſanctified, if you would x 


enjoy cose in 15 For oh conſider, what 
comfort can there be while a guilty conference res 
proaches you for paſt crimes, — diſturbs you 
with fears of ' ferure miſery? While your wil is 
rebellious, and you fret and repine at 7s diſpen- 
fations; who; notwithſtanding; will de all his 
pleaſure * While you are the ſport of tumultuous 
fafſons, which hurry yeu Hither and thither with- 
out controul? While you are racked with doubt, 
diſmayed with fear, and oppreſſed with a load of 
care? What comfort, while you ate the flave of 
vile luſts and inſatiable defires ? While you ſerve 
un, and are under the dominion of that ſpirit 
which-wotketh-in the children of diſobedience ? 
While mi is the caſe, I aſk thee, What haſt' 
— to do with peace, wit happirieſs ? Oh, 
nothing? If thou'thinkeſt otherwiſe, it is becauſe 


' the God of this world. hath blinded thy mind, and 


dead in irefpaſſes and ſms. 

3. But ſuppoſing in this diſeaſed ftate of ſoul, 
In which, m the crown of the head to the ſole 
the foot, therd'is no E 7 but wounds and bruiſes, 
and 2 1 e 4 ; hey have not been cloſed, 

foe born 4. up 1. mollified with oint- 
9 amidſt ai this diſorder and eon- 
fuſion, where poſton on and appetite, in league with 
the Prince of Darkneſs, are at war with reaſon 
and conſtience, their lawful ſovereigns, eng in 
a wicked attempt to dethrone them both, and aſ- 
ſume the reins of government to themſelves ; — 
ſuppoſing in this tumultuous anarchy and diſcord, 
where all is “chaos and wild uproar,” you could 
enjoy calm peace and undiſturbed _— | 
which is impoſſible; —ſuppoſing care and bu 
neſs, honour and preferment, wealth and plea- 
en, 2 ſo occupy and amuſe you, that you 
forgot 
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forgot your preſent miſery, and were unaequaint- 
etl with diſtreſs, iich 288 bag is far from be- 
ing the caſe, yet remember the end of theſe 
things is at hand, Duff thou art, and unto duſt thou 
muſt return. It is appointed even for the to die, 
And what is thy life but @ vapour, which may af- 
ford thee a dim and uncertain light for the pre- 
ſent, hut will very ſoon vaniſh and leave thee to 
eternal darkneſs. OY TEE 
4. Oh remember theſe days F darkneſs, 
are many, and who, or what will entertain or 
amuſe thee there? Alas! thou wilt there have 
time and leiſure ſufficient to reflect upon the hap- 
pineſs thou haſt loft, and the miſery thou haſt in- 
curred, without any interruption, any. allevia- 
tion to thy woe from either buſineſs, amuſement, 
or pleafure ! There thou wilt find no healing me- 
dicines to reſtore thy difordered mind, no lenient 
hand to aſſwage thy grief, no intoxicating liquors 
to drown thy diſtreſs, no ſtupifying potions ta la 

thy keen ſenſations aſleep, or blunt the ſharpeſt 
edge of pain. There thou wilt meet with no de- 
fence againſt thoſe ravenous beaſts of prey which 
walk in darkneſs, no place of refuge where thou 
mayeſt flee for protection againſt theſe diabolical 
furies, Which even now too often rend, tear, and 
(as it were), mangle thy foul, but will then be let 
looſe to torment thee, Thy anger, malice, and 
envy; thy pride, felf-will, and diſcontent ; thy 
cares and deſires, fears and ſorrows, irregular and 
inordinate, even now give thee ſo much diſturb- 
ance, notwithſtanding the hurry of buſineſs, diſ- 
ſipation of company, and gratifications of ſenſe, 
that life is an intolerable burden : But then, all 
avocations being removed, they will be at liberty 
to do their utmoſt, yea, they will be aſſiſted by 
all the powers of hell, and armed with the al- 
mighty wrath of God, to render thee an, gternal 


ſpectacle of wretchedneſs and diſgrace. 


5. Oh! 
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z. Oh! conſider thou poor, blinded, and un- 
holy mortal, what fruit 5 wilt then reap oſ 
thy darkened mind, rebellious will, guilty conſ- 
cience, diſorderly affections, inſatiable een 
and deformed loathſome members ! Ah ! think 
what harveſt they are likely to produce] Be not 
deceived, whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he 
alſa reap. They that ſow to the fleſh, ſhall of the 

ſh reap corruption. The end of theſe things is death, 
eternal death; for as the Lord liveth, without ho- 
lineſs thou canſi not ſee his face. It found deſtitute 
of this at a dying hour, (an hour which may ar- 
rive, alas ! how ſoon!) thou ſhalt be ſhut out of 
the holy city, where nothing unclean can enter, 
excluded the preſence and denied the bliſsful vi- 
ſion of God. Baniſhed from the ſociety of the 
bleſſed, and deprived of the pure and raptur- 
ous delights of Paradiſe, thou ſhalt be left a 
prey to thy own deviliſh nature, and conſtrain- 
ed to take up thine abode in the dreary dwel- 
lings of lamentation and woe, where every foul 
ſpirit, unhappy and malicious, hath fixt its ha- 
bitation ! There thou ſhalt wait with fearful 
apprehenſions and terrifying dread the impending 


judgment of the great day, which will pour a 


whole deluge of extreme and endleſs miſery upon 
thy guilty heat. 1 

6. Ves, thou ſhalt ſtand at the bar of that 
highly- exalted, tho' often deſpiſed Saviour, whoſe 
dying agony and flowing blood, when he ſuffer- 
ed without the camp to ſanctify thy ſoul, to expi- 
ate thy ſins, melted the very rocks, fetched a ſigh 
from the ſympathizing earth, and cauſed the ſun, 
the ſource of joy and gaiety, to put on ſackcloth, 
but could not ſoften thy flinty heart, nor excite 
one ſpark of arent or love from thy frozen and 
icy breaſt. Thou ſhalt ſtand, I ſay, at his bar, 
amazing and unſearchable love to thee, 
iim once from the regions of bliſs and 


glory, 


whoſe 
brough 


t 
e 
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glory, into a world of pain and infamy, where 
he did and ſuffered more than can be deſcribed 
for thy ſalvation ; but whoſe juſtice is now in- 
cenſed, whoſe wrath is now awakened, and 
whoſe omnipotence is now armed to puniſh thee 
without pity, to deftroy thee beyond remedy * 
By this once compaſſionate and kind Saviour, 
(compaſſionate and kind, alas ! in ve but now 
inexorable and ſevere Judge, thou. ſhalt be tried 
and condemned, "Fhou muſt therefore bear thy 
own Curſe, and ſuffer the juſt puniſhment” of thy 
ovm fins, (ſince by his ſtripes thou would'ſt not 
be healed,) together with a ſuper- added con- 
demnation for neglecting ſo great a falvation'! 
Yes, thou ſhalt be adjudged to take thy portion 
in the late that burneth with fire and brimſlone; and 
that will not be a place of purgation, but of tor- 
ment, extreme and endlefs torment! No pro- 
miſes of ſanctification there! No calls of divine 
love] No vifitations from his gracious Spirit! 
No help! No hope! But he that is unholy ſhall 
— unholy ſtill, and ſhall therefore be ſtill miſer- 
able. | | 

7. And now what ſayeſt thou finner ? For what 
wilt thou negle& this ſanctification, fo 'indifpenſ= 
ably neceſſary to thy preſent and eternaF happi- 
neſs? What haſt thou diſcovered of ſo muck 
more importance than this, that thou judgeſt it 
better deſerving thy attention and defire, care, and 
purſuit? Surely thou wilt not be ſo mad as to 
ſell thy title to yon fair inheritance above, with 
all the bliſs and glory of it, and plunge thyſelf in- 
to endleſs and irretrievable ruin, for the momen- 
tary and —— pleaſures of ſenſe ? For the 
elittering duſt of this periſhable world ? Or fot 
the empty breath of uncertain praiſe? Oh! my 
brother, conſider what wilt thou be profited, if 
thou ſhould'ſt gain even the'whole world, amaſs t 
gether all its wealth, poſſeſs all its honours, an 

| enjoy 
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enjoy all the pleaſures it can afford in the greateſt | 


perfection (which, alas! poor, ſeeble, dying worm 
thou canſt never do) and, by neglecting this ſanc- 
tification, Joſe thy awn ſoul *—Or, What wilt thou 
receive in exchange for thy foul? Or for this ſancti- 
fication, which is indiſputably its trueſt riches, 
greateſt honour, and moſt exalted and laſting feli- 
City ? Deſtitute of which, it is poor, and wretch- 
ed, and miſerable, and blind, and naked ; but 

ſleſſed of which, it is rich, and glorious, and 


appy beyond conception, and for ever! What 


recompence will the devil make thee for neglect- 
ing to regain this bliſsful, and glorious image of 
God; forcontinuing contentedly under his power, 
his obedient flave, his faithful ſervant, and here- 
2] renouncing joy and glory, God and heaven ? 

or what price doſt thou ſell thy time and talents, 
* liberty and life, thy body and ſoul to him? 
Alas, alas ! poor wretch, thy gains are but ſmall! 
Gains did if ſay? Thy 4%, poor unhappy ſoul, 
is irrecoverable, and ſuch as millions of ages can- 
not remedy, and ten thouſand richer worlds than 
this cannot repay ! For thou muſt be puniſhed with 
everlaſting dęſtruction from the preſence of the Lord 
and the 8 of his power ; thou muſi depart accur ſed 
into lin fire, prepared for the devil and hit 
angels. | 

8. Awake then thou that ſleepeſt ! Know thy- 
ſelf thou fallen ſpirit, thou unholy ſoul ! Know 
that thou haſt loſt the image of God, and art 
ſunk into the image of ſatan ! Know that God 
hath ſent thee into this tabernacle, that thou 
mighteſt put F the old man, and put on the new ; 
mighteſt recover his image, even righteouſneſs and 
true halineſs, If thou complieſt with his deſign, 
he will take thee to dwell with himſelf in immor- 


tal bliſs and glory; if not, he will confign thee 


over, to everlaſting pain and infamy. To help 
thee herein, he hath fent his only begotten Son 
| into 
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into our wretched world, to inſtruc thee by his 
doctrine and example, and to expiate thy fins by 
ſuffering a ſhameful and painful death. With a 
view to the ſame end, his providence attends and 
watches over thee day by day, putting thee in the 
moſt favourable circumſtances for thy reſtoration ; 
and his ſpirit of grace viſits thy ſoul, enlightening 
thy darkneſs, and helping thy infirmities. And 
all this God hath been doing for thee from thy 
youth up. And now the day of life is far ſpent, 
the night of death is at hand, and at ſuch an hour 
as thou thinkeſt not, the meſſenger will be com- 
miſſioned to fetch thee away, that thou mayeſt 
give an account of the time and talents allotted 
thee, in order to thy ſanctification. And if not 
ſanctifſied, a miſerable account wilt thou give! 
How certain is thy death | How uncertain the 
time when ! Perhaps even this night thy ſoul 
will be demanded ! and doſt thou trifle ftill ? 

9. Penetrated with a ſenſe of theſe truths, let 


me exhort thee, Up and be doing. Convinced of 


its great excellency, its abſolute and immediate 
neceſſity, let thy whole heart long for Sanctifica- 
tion ! Let all that is within thee pant and gaſp 
after this refreſhing grace ! Let thy famiſhed and 
ſtarving ſoul infatiably hunger and thirſt for this 
righteouſneſs, this bread and water of life ! Let 
thy deſires after it be fervent, conſtant, and in- 
creaſing ; and be not fatisfied till thou awake up 
after his Iikeneſs—Rememt ering that this holi- 
neſs is the gift of God, that he alone can work it 
in thee, let thy deſires be to him, and thy ex- 
pectations from him. Lift up thine eyes to the hills, 
from whence thy help cometh ;, thy w 4 cometh from the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth. Only he can 
create thy ſoul anew; and he is both able and 
willing to do it. Nay he hath infallibly promiſed 


this blefling to all who aſk it. By prayer and ſup- 


plication, therefore, make thy requeſts known unto Cod. 


And 
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And be in earneſt; do not trifle with God. If 
Sanctification is indeed ſo valuable and neceſſary, 
andaf God, faithful to his word, has indeed pro- 
miſed it; then let thy prayers for it be fervent and 
_ perſevering ; aſk, ſeek, knock, Repeat and urge 
thy requeſt again and again. Be importunate in 
prayer, take no denial, ſay, 
I will not let thee go without thy bleſſing ; | 
By thy great name I enter my proteſt, 
Never to leave thee, till I ſee thy word 
% Accompliſh'd to my vows: Till thou with full 
„ And cloudleſs demonſtration, to my ſoul 
„ Confirm thy promis'd grace.“ b 
And believe thou ſhalt have the petitions that thou 
aſkeft ; and be aſſured thou belt have them. 

10. In the mean time, conſider to whom thou 
art indebted for this, ſanctification, who it is that 
hath purchaſed it for thee. Conſider him who 
gave himſelf for thee, that he might redeem thes from 

all iniquity, and purify thee from all pollution of fleſh 

and ſpirit. , Remember he is made of God unto 

. thee Sanfification, If the Father ſanctifies thee, 

it is for his Son's ſake, and in conformity to his 

Son's image; yea, and it is only by faith in his 

g Son that thou canſt obtain the bleſſing. Con- 
vinced of this, and of thy entire ſinfulneſs, deep 
uilt, and utter helpleſſneſs, come to the Father 
Fir this grace, thro” the Son, confiding only in 
him for, audience and ſucceſs. Make what he 
* hath dgne and ſuffered thy only plea ; renounce 
all confidence in thy own. wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
and ſtrength; truſt in him alone; uy be ſatisfied 
he ts able te ſave ta the uttermeſt all who came unte 
God by. him. Abſolutely. rely upon his infallible 
word of promiſe : Fhatſcever ye ſhall aſt in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may be glori- 
. fied in the Son : If ye aſk any thing in my name, 1 
till do it. Perſeveringly wait its accompliſhment, 
and it ſhall be done unto thee according to thy 
faith, "=P T 
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11. Only obſerve: A the blefſmg tarry, wait for 
it, It will ſurely come, and will not tarry. long. 
Follow the Pſalmiſt's example; waited patiently 
upon the Lord, (or rather, «np mp, In we 5 
waited, that is, I waited earneſtly and diligently) 
and he inclined unto me and heard my cry. Wait 
thou for the Lord. Expect the anſwer of thy 
prayers as the watchman expecteth the morning 
light, and that at all times and in all places. 
God has not confined himſelf to any time or 
place: expect him therefore continually: and 
with that earneſtneſs which becometh a ſoul 
continually on the brink of death and judgment. 
Watch thou, for thou neither knoweft "the day nar 
the hour when the Son of Man cometh, © Watch 
for ſanctification; watch for Chriſt's coming; 
watch againſt ſin. Remember 'where« thou art, 
in the wilderneſs, not in Canaan; in an ene- 
my's country, not in Paradiſe ; in the field of 
battle, not reaping the ſpoils of victory. Where- 
fore, be ſober, be vigilant. Awake, and keep 
a good look- ut: Stand on thy guard: Put 
on the whole armour of God: Reſiſt the Devil: 
Shun temptation,” and rive againſt fin though it 
be unto blood. Conſeientiouſly uſe all the means 
of grace, and look through all to the merits of 
Chriſt and the Spirit of God, on which alone thy 
hopes muſt be founded. ths 

12. Once more: Amidſt. all this ſtrife and 
agony, poſſeſs thy ſoul in patience, Endeavour after 
a calm, compoſed, and peaceful ſtate of heart. 
Let thy mind be '/ay'd on the Lord and he will 
keep thee in perfect peace, and that peace thou wilt 
find wonderfully helpful in promoting thy ſancti- 
fication. It was probably with a view to this 
compoſure and ſerenity of mind, fo friendly to 
divine inſpiration, that the Prophets of old ſome- 
times made uſe of muſic, when they expected 


any extiaordinary influences of the Holy Spirit. 
See 


1 


Ses 2 Kings, iii. 13. They ſeem to have in- 
tended hereby, the calming of their paſſions, and 
the introducing into their ſouls an heavenly peace 
and one that che mild and gentle Spirit of 
the Holy One, might delight to viſit and dwell 
with them. And ſurely we are never better diſ- 
poſed for further viſitations, diſcoveries and ope- 
rations from that ſame Spirit, for more intimate 
unian with the Father and the Son through him, 
than when we are calm, ſettled, and peaceful. 
Then our ſouls wait for him as the thirſty land 
for the falling ſhowers. Then, as the eyes of 4 
maiden are unto the hands of her miftreſs, fg. our 

es unto the Lord, till he have mercy upon us, 
Then thedew of heaven diſtills upon our branches, 
yea, he ſends a gracious rain upon his inheritance, 
and refreſbes it when it is weary, Thus in quiet- 
neſs and in reſt are we ſaved. Let it be thy care, 
therefore, to reſiſt every temptation to inquietude, 
care and anxiety. TR 

What profit can'ſt thou gain 
% By ſelf-conſuming care? 


«© To him commend thy cauſe, his ear 
«© Attends the ſofteſt prayer. 


Stand flill, and ſee the ſalvation of God, and yet, 
agonize to enter in at the ſtrait gate. Join the 
agony of deſire to the peace of dependance, and 
the patience of hope. May God help thee to re- 
cancile theſe, and all will be well: The God of 
Peace himſelf will ſanctiſy thee wholly, and the whole 
of thee, the ſpirit and ſoul and body will be preſerved 

lameleſs to his heavenly kingdom. Faithful is he 
that calleth thee, who alſo will do it. 
I reſt upon thy word, 
«© The promiſe is for me ; | 
4 My ſuccour and ſalvation, Lord, 
«© Shall ſurely come from thee : 
6 But let me ſtill abide, 
«© Nor from my hope remove, 
6 Till thou my une ſpirit guide 
«© Into thy perfect love.“ I muſt 
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13. I muſt not conclude theſe diſcourſes without 
addreſſing a few words to you, who profeſs to 
have attained this Sanctification.— iſt, See that 
your profeſſion be founded on truth: Take care 
that you do not deceive yourſelf, Remember, if 
you are indeed Jan in the ſenſe that has been 
2 you think leſs of yourſelf than ever you 
did in all your life. Your underſtanding is fo 
enlightened in the knowledge of God and of your- 
ſelf; you have ſuch clear views of God's incom- 
prehenſible greatneſs, and your own exceecling lit- 
tleneſs; of his infinite wiſdom, and your extreme 
folly ; of his almighty power, and your amazing 
weakneſs ; of his unſpotted purity, and your great 
detilement ; of his inflexible juſtice, and your no- 
torious guilt and deſert of eternal miſery ; and 
above all, you have ſuch a diſcovery of the bound- 
leſs mercy and love of God to loſt ſinners in ge- 
neral, and to yourſelf in particular, and of your 
utter unworthinefs in all reſpects, and how far 
you come ſhort of paying the debt of gratitude 
due to him for ſuch goodneſs ;—that you are 
aſhamed, confounded, and as it were brought to 
nothing before his glorious Majeſty, crying out 
from the bottom of your heart, be can fland 
before this holy Lord God ? As for me, I am leſs than 
the lea of all his mercies, leſs than the leaſt of all 
ſaints, not worthy to waſh the feet of the ſervants 
of my Lord]! - And at the ſame time you have 
ſuch an inſight into the ſpirituality, extent, and 
obligation of the holy law of God, into the height 
and depth, length and breadth of the obedience it 
requires; and together therewith, have ſuch a 
ſenſe of your paſt fins, and of your preſent fail- 
ings, whereby you continually come ſhort of the 
glory of God, that you never before reliſhed fo 
well, or found ſuch ſweetneſs in the confeſſion of 

holy Job, Behold I am vile What ſhall I 
thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth, — Judge 
E 2 your- 


_ — —iñ—o? 2 ——2 
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yourſelf, therefore, by this rule, and remember, 
if you indeed poſſeſs what you profeſs, you are «of 
a contrite and humble ſpirit, you even abbor yourſelf, 
and repent as in duft and aſhes. 56 

14. Now that you may retain this ſpirit of hu- 
mility, without which you cannot poſſibly retain 
that meaſure of Sanctification you poſſeſs, much 
leſs can you obtain a ſtill greater degree and increaſe 
with all the increaſe of God ; ſettle theſe. two 
things deeply in your heart, iſt, that what you 
are, you are by grace; and, 2dly, that you are 
not what you may, and, if you continue faithful], 
ſhall be. Remember, iſt, that you are wholly 
indebted to the mere mercy of God, the atoning 
ſacrifice of Chriſt,, and the powerful influence of 
the Spirit of Grace for all the good that is in you 
or about you. And remember that the holineſs 
which is wrought in you, is not lodged as a ſtock 
in your own hands, but you are dependant dai! 
upon God for it. The ſame mercy which firi 


- beſtowed it, beſtows it afreſh every moment; the 


ſame merit of Chriſt which firſt interpoſed on your 
behalf, and purchaſed, this bleſſing for you, in- 
Eden and the ſame holy Spirit which, firſt 
influenced your heart with the love of God, is 
ſtil] the one ſource of your wiſdom and power, 


holineſs and Happineſs, —If this were withdrawn, 


it might ſtill, be ſaid that in you dwelleth no manner 
of thing that is good. MF 
15. This is not all: It is not only neceſſary in 
order to your retaining an humble mind, that you 
ſhould aſcribe all the good that is in you to the 
race.of God alone, and no part of it to yourſelf ; 


and that you ſhould be ſenſible you are continually 


dependalit upon God for it: But it is alſo needful, 
2Aly, that you ſhould not over-value the good 
that is in you, or think of your attainments, or 
of yourſelf on account of them, more highly than 
you ought to think. That you may not fall into 

5 | | this 
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this very Efe and foul of ſpiritual pride, which 
dep? $a Gar "yer he the holy Spit of God, 
and be as a worm at the root of your graces, ſet- 
tle it in your heart that you ſtill come very ſhort 
of your duty, and are deficient both in the inward 
exerciſe of love, and the outward acts · of virtue. 
Place before your eyes the moral law as it is ex- 
lained by Moſes and the Prophets, Chriſt and 
is Apoſtles. Remember it is of indiſpenſable 
obligation, and can no more be abrogated, than 
can be unholy. Remember too, that it re- 
uires you not only to love God with all your 
art, but alſo to ferve him with all your flrength, 

or to the uttermoſt of your power, to 


your neighbour as yourſelf, doing him all the good 


you can in ſoul an y from day to day. In 
other words, the law of God requires you to em- 
ploy all your powers and faculties, of whatever 

ind, at all times and in all places, as far as poſ- 
ſible to the glory of God, and for the good of 
mankind. Now this you dare not fay you have 
yet done for one ſingle day in all your life; you 
dare not —_— have for one day loved and 
ferved either God or your neighbour as much as 
you might have done. You have therefore ſtill 
need to pray, Father forgive us our treſpaſſes, and 
to acknowledge it is of the Lord's mercies even 


you are not conſumed. 


16. It follows from hence, 3dly, that you have 
ſtill room for growing in grace, and in a conform- 
ity to the Lord Jeſus. This indeed you will 
readily allow ; but you muſt allow mere. You 
muſt allow not only that you may, but that you 
muft go forward towards higher attainments in the 
divine life, if you would not grieve the holy Spi- 
rit of God, and loſe what you have already gain- 
ed. God, you muſt remember, Bath predeftinated 


you to be conformable to the image of his Son ; to have 


that whole mind in you which was in Chriſt 


* Jeſus, 


| . 
| 
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eſus, and to walk in all reſpects as he walked ; 
o have, like him, the law of God fully engraven 
on your heart, and fully exemplified in your life; 
to be living images of him, as he is of the Fa- 
ther. This is the mark God hathſſet you, and 
if you would not deceive yourſelf, and fink into 
floth and indolence, you muſt not ſet yourſelf a 
lower. mark. You muſt not ceaſe to defire and 
pray, ftrive and labour, Watch, deny | yourſelf, 
nd take up your croſs, till you have in you all 


the humility, meekneſs, and reſignation ; all the 


faith, hope, and charity; all the zeal for God's 
glory, and the ſalvation of ſinners ; all the bow- 
els of mercy, tenderneſs, and compaſſion; all the 


; 33 God and mankind, with the proper fruits 
owing therefrom, which dwelt in the Son of 


God: In a word, till, as the Apoſtle ſays, you 
are even filled with all the fulneſs of Gd. 

17. Remembering you have dedicated all the 
faculties of your ſoul and members of your body, 


: 
- \ . - 


with all you have and are, to God, to be at his 
diſpoſal, you muſt ſtudy to employ them from day 
to day according to his will, and for the promo- 
tion of his honour and glory. Your underſtand- 
ing, conſcience, and memory, your will and at- 
feRions, your paſſions and appetites, your ſenſes 


and members, your time and talents, your ſpirit, 


foul, and body, with all that belongs to you, 
muſt be haline/s to the Lord, (et apart for God, and 
uſed as he directs. This is what the moral law 
requires, and what the example of Chriſt holds 
out to your view; and this you muſt never ceaſe 
aiming at and ſtriving after. Not as tho* you had 


| already attained this, either were already per fected ; 


but you muſt follow after, if by any means you may 
apprehend that for which you are apprehended of Chri/t 
eſus. | Brethren, you muſt not count yourſelves to 
ave apprehended all that God has to work in you, 


and perform by you: You live that you may ſtili 


know 


1 


1 
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know more, receive more, do more, and fuffer 
more: But this one thing you muſt do, forgetting the 
things that are behind, and reaching forth to the things 
that are before; you muſt preſs tmvards the mark, far 
the prize of your high calling of God in Chrift 4 
that at laſt you may „land compleat in the whole till 
of God, and be as Chrift was in this world, I ſay, 
let as many of you as are perfect be thus minded; and 
/4 any F you be otherwiſe minded, God, if you are 
incere and watchful, will reveal this unto you, and 

ſhew you your miſtake, ' | 
One more. Having guarded you againſt pride 
and*/loth, let me alſo guard you againſt carnal ſe- 
curity. Remember you have .a threefold enemy 
yet to encounter, not only the devil and the world, 
but alſo the fleſh. Tho' your old man is crucified 


- with Chriſt, and you are even dead to fin, and 


alive unto God, thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; yet 
remember you have til] an animal nature about 
you, the ſeat of various ſenſes, appetites, and paſ- 
fions ; and that this will infallibly lead you aſtray 
and betray you into ſin, if not watched over and 
kept under continual reſtraint, You have, there- 
fore, ſtill daily need to deny yourſelves, to Rerp the 
body under, and bring it into ſubjeftion, left after all 
theſe attainments you ſhould become a caſt-away. 
And take care you do not reſt in, or place any 
dependance upon, any thing done for you at any 
particular time or place; but remembering, ** you 
are every moment pleaſing or diſpleaſing to God, 
according to the whole of your inward tempers 
and outward behaviour,” give daily proof, as of 
your ju/t:fication, ſo of your fan#tification, by your 
unblameable and editying conduct and converſa- 
tion, And how much ſoever you teſtify in words 
concerning the great things the Lord hath done 
for you, teſtify ſtill more in deeds, perſuaded that 
example ſpeaks louder than any thing, and will be 
believed ſooner than any other teſtimony my can 
ear, 


„ 

bear. Thus be ye the /alt of the earth, and the 
light of the world. Vea, let your light ſhine before 
men, that they ſeeing your good 2 may grey 


your Father, who is in heaven. Now, may the 

of Peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 
eſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the Heep, thro 

the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make you perfect 

in every good work to do his will, working in you that 

which is well pleaſing in his ſight, thro Sour Chriſt, 

to whom be glory for ever and ever. AMEN. 


Advertiſement. 


"THE Printer not being able to include the Sermons 
in two ſheets, as I expected, I take this opportu- 
nity of layin before my readers an extratt from Arch- 
biſhop Leighton's much efleemed Rules for an Holy 
Life, with ſome alterations and additions. This ex- 
tract I made ſeveral years ago for my own uſe, and 
now offer it to the public with my moſt ſincere and 
hearty recommendations; earneſily deſiring they would 
give it not only an attentive but a frequent peruſal, 
eſpecially in their hours of retirement, and, I doubts 
not, but they will think their labour well beſtowed. 


An 


1 


An Ex TR AcT from | _ 
Leigbton's Rules for an Holy Life, 
With ALTERATIONS and ADDITIONS, | 


INHAT you may profit by the following 
! Rules, let me adviſe you,— _ 

iſt, To put your whole truſt in God, who is 
become your Father and Friend in Chriſt, that 
he, prompted by his infinite love and inviclable - 
taithfulneſs, will fulfill in you all the good plea- 
ſure of his goodneſs, and renew you in his glorir 
ous image.—If you fervently, and continually de- 
ſire it, earneſtly and perſeveringly pray for it, and 
diligently and conſtantly. labour after it, in the uſe 
of all appointed means and proper helps, un- 
doubtedly the bleſſing ſhall be given you, you 
ſhall be perfected in holineſs. I do not mean 
that.abſolute perfection is attainable here, but I 
ſpeak of high degrees of that ſpiritual and divine 
lite, which is always growing and tending to- 
wards the abſolute perfection of heaven. This 
God has promiſed, and this he will beſtow upon 
all who ſincerely and earneſtly ſeek it. Only take 
heed you do not imagine your bare ſeeking, in the 
ule of whatever means, and in the obſervance of 
Whatever rules, or your ſtriving and labouring, 
will be efficacious to make you holy either in 
whole. or in part, without the ſuper- natural in- 
fluence of divine grace, As there is no merit in 
any thing you have done or can do, to purchaſe 
any bleſſing of God, fo there is no virtue in you 
or your works to cleanſe your ſoul from fin, and 
renew it in the divine image. But the God 
of peace, who is pacified towards you after all 
| C you. 
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you have done, thro? the mediation of Chriſt, and 
who is therefore as willing as he is able to fave 
you, muſt (as St. Paul teſtifies) himſelf ſanctify 
you. Only he will be enquired of, in order here- 
to, that he may do this work for you. You 
muſt afk, and then you ſhall receive this gift from 
him; you muſt ſeek, and then you ſhall find 
this pearl of ineſtimable value; you muſt knock, 
and the door of this ſalvation ſhall be opened un- 
to you. In other words, you muſt deſire, pray; 
and ſtrive with earneſtneſs, fervency, and li- 
gence, and thus ſhall you apprehend that for 
which you are apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus, and 
ſhall be found in him without ſpot and blameleſs. 
2dly, Let no particular exerciſe hinder your 
blic and ſtanding duties to God and your neigh- 
ur ; but for theſe, rather omit the other for a 
time, and then return to them as ſoon as you can, 

3dly, Tho' at firſt you find lutle- or no eom- 
fort, or even advantage (as you think) in the ex- 
erciſes which 1 6 084. yet be not diſcou- 
raged nor induced to leave them off, but perſevere 
in them reſolutely and faithfully whatever diffi. 
culties you meet with, whatever pain or ſpirituat 
trouble you feel; and be aſſured your labour hal 
not be in vain in the Lord. And let not your fall- 
ing ſhort of the ſtrict obſervance of theſe rules, 
nor your daily and manifold imperfections and in- 
firmities diſhearten you, but continue ſtedfaſt in 
your deſires, purpoſes, and endeavours ; and al- 
ways aſk the beſt, aim at the beſt, and hope the 
beſt, being ſorry that you can do no better, and 
God will graciouſly accept you and your ſervices, 
and in due ſeaſon you ſhall reap, if you faint not. 
And with regard to all ſuch inſtructions, let your 
rule be to follow them as much as you can, but 
not too ſcrupulouſly, thinking your labour loſt, if 
you do not exactly and ſtrictly obſerve them in 
every thing, Deſire and intend ſtill better, and 


by the grace of God all will be well, SEC- 
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SECTION L 
Rure 1. Set the Lord always before thee, 


Maintain upon thy mind a ant ſenſe of his 
awful preſence and glorious perfections. Think 
with deep attention and profound humility how 
excellent and incomprehenſible he is, how infi- 
nitely exalted above all creatures, and how un- 
ſearchable in his nature and his works! Defire 
to know him in all his divine perfections, that 
beholding his glory, thou mayeſt be transformed 
into the ſame image, from glory to glory, by the 
ſpirit of the Lord. 

2. And this knowledge of God, being the gift 
of his grace, thou muſt rather endeavour to ob- 
tain by fervent deſire and devout prayer, than by 
intenſe ſtudy and outward labour, Pray then, 

& Moſt gracious Lord, whom to know is the 
© very bli 3 and felicity of man's foul, and yet 
© none can know thee, unleſs thou wilt mani- 
„ feſt thyſelf to him, vouchfafe of thy infinite 
«© mercy, now and ever to enlighten my mind, 
© to know thee and thy moſt holy and perfect 
& will, to the honour and glory of thy name.” 

3. Depending then upon, and aſpiring after 
his divine illumination, lift up thy heart to con- 
ſider, with calmneſs and ſerenity, the eternal and 
omnipotent power of God, which, directed by in- 
finite wiſdom, created all things very good ; his 
boundleſs and inexhauſtible love, which conſtant- 
ly delights in the happineſs of all his creatures, 
and which pitied and redeemed fallen man by the 
amazing ſufferings and moſt ignominious death of 
his only begotten Son. Contemplate him, as 
very and only God, moſt excellent, moſt high, 
moſt glorious; the eternal and unchangeable 

neſs, the one centre and ſource of all perfec- 

tion and bliſs; a being in whom all beauty, ex- 
cellency, and loving kindneſs, is ſo united and 
con- 


LY 
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centred, that all the dignity, perfection, and 
goodneſs which is to be found in the whole circle 
of ereation, or cai poſſibly: be conceived, cannot 
ſufficiently: expreſs or give us an adequate idea ot 
his great glory. and majeſty. © * hn 
4. Conſider that this ineffable Jehovah is thy 
God, thy Friend, thy Father, yea thy portion 
and treaſure, the natural place and reſt of thy 
ſoul; and let thy heart ſay, „whom have I in 
heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth 
I defire beſide thee!” _ | | 
5. Conſider : Jeſus, the Redeemer and Huſ- 
band of thy ſoul, and walk with him as becomes 
a chaſte ſpouſe, with reverence, humble modeſty, 
and obedient ſubmiſſion. Let his ſelf-emptying, 
ſuffering, dying love break thy hard heart and 
engroſs thy languid affections ; while his infinite 
riches and exalted honours, in which the hath 
called thee to ſhare, elevate thy views above this 
vain world, and rejoice thy ſoul with immortal 
hopes and glorious proſpets. Let his infinite 
fulneſs attract thy warmeſt defires, and engage thy 
moſt abſolute dependance, and in the ſtrength of 
his all-ſufficient grace, live no langer to thyſelf, but 
to him who died for thee and roſe again. 5 
6. Then turn to the deep and attentive con- 
ſideration of thyſelf, thy oun nothingneſs, thy 
extreme defilement, thy natural a ienation from 
God, and that thou canſt only be made happy 
by converſion to him, and union with him. Con- 
ſider thyſelf and all creatures as nothing in compa- 
riſon of thy Lord God; that fo thou mayeſt not 
only be content, but even deſirous to be unknown, 
or, being known, to be diſregarꝗded and deſpiſed 
by all men, yet as far as poſſible without any fault 

of thine. | 
.  O God, infuſe into my heart thy 
heavenly light and love, that I may know and 


love thee with all my heart, and inyardly loath 
and 
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and abhor myſelf, Grant that I may be ſo ra- 
viſhed with the contemplation and love of thee, 
that I may (as it were) forget mylelf and all 
things ; regard neither ſickneſs nor health, hon- 
our nor diſhonour, proſperity nor adverſity ; may 
not fear to ſuffet all the pains of this world, but 
deſire it, rather than be parted from thee, who 
art the only ſource of all perfection and bleſſed- 
neſs, and the center of my deſires, Oh! let me 
find thee more inwardly and verily preſent with 
me, than I am with myſelf; and make me moſt 
circumſpect how I behave in thy preſence, my ho- 
ly Lord God, that I may not act, nor ſpeak, nor 
think any thing offenſive to the eyes of thy glory. 
Cauſe me always to remember how everlaſting and 
conſtant is the love thou beareſt towards me, and 
what continual care thou takeſt of me, even as 
tho' thou hadſt no more creatures in heaven or 
earth beſides me. And, What am I? A vik 
worm and filth.” 

8. Conſider the paſſion of thy Lord; how he 
was buffeted, ſcourged, reviled, | ſtretched with 
nails on the croſs, on which he hung three whole 
hours ; how he ſuffered all the contempt and 
ſhame, and all the inconceivable pain of it, for 
thy ſake! Then aſpire to a great contrition for 
and hatred to thy fins, and loathing thyſelf on 
account of them, crave pardon thro” the blood of 
Chriſt ; and then offer up thyſelf, ſoul and body, 
an oblation or ſacrifice in and through him (as 
they did of old, laying wood upon the altar) and 
wait in earneſt expectation for the ſpirit of burn- 
ing to fall from heaven and kindle in thy heart the 
facred fire of divine love, which will conſume thy 
. and render it an offering acceptable to 
God. | 

9. Offer and dedicate all that thou haſt and all 
that thou art to his honour and ſervice, that he 
may diſpoſe of thee and thine as he pleaſes, and 

that 
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that thou mayeſt neither uſe thyſelf nor any thing 
of all that is called thine, except in perfect obe- 
dence to his will, and in entire ſubſerviency to 
his glory; and reſolve (in dependance on. divine 
grace) to uſe all the powers of thy ſoul, and all 
the members of thy body, in his ſervice, as for- 
merly thou haſt done in the ſervice of ſin. 

10. Then lift up thy heart to him, and ſay, 
Lord Jeſus, whereas I daily fall ſhort of my 
duty, and am liable to fin, vouchſafe me grace, 
e that I may never preſume, but always meekly 
* and humbly acknowledge my wretchedneſs and 
* frailty ; and let me not deſpair, becauſe of my 
<< great weakneſs, but ever truſt in thy moſt lov- 

ing mercy and readineſs to forgive.“ 


SECTION. IU, 


RuLE 1. Thou wilt find it no eaſy work to 
keep a guard upon thy five ſenſes, which, in ma- 
ny reſpects, muſt be denied, crucified, and as it 
were buried with Chriſt, 

2. Thou muſt now turn away thine eyes from 
beholding, and thine ears from hearing, vanity ; 
and muſt fix thine attention on thy ſoul and the 
ſpiritual life, as thou haſt uſed heretofore to have 
all thy regard placed on outward pleaſures and 
worldly things. 

3. Thou muſt ſubmit thyſelt to the diſcipline 
of ſeſus, and become his ſcholar, reſigning and 
compelling thyſelf altogether to obey him in all 
things, ſo that thou utterly and perfectly renounce 
thy own will, and do nothing without his licence 
and a ſincere view to his glory. Even the moſt 
neceſſary actions of thy life, tho? lawful, yet muſt 
be offered up to God with a pure intention to 
pleaſe and glorify him thereby, in union with the 


"moſt holy works, and in dependance upon the 
bleſſed merits of Chriſt, 


4. Labour 


he 9 

4. Labour in all things to maintain and culti- 
vate an intimate union with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
and cleave ſo ſtedfaſtly to his croſs, that nothing 
may ever ſeparate thee from it. Truſt only in 
his ſufferings for acceptance, and offer thyſelf 
continually to ſuffer with him. Glory not, fave 
in the croſs of Chriſt; and thro* this, be thou 
crucified to the world and all that it contains. 

5. Conſider thyſelf as always in the immediate 
preſence of thy Lord God, moſt wiſe, holy, juſt 
and true ; and let this conſideration influence thy 
whole deportment, and cauſe thee to order all thy 
thoughts, words, and works in a manner worthy 
of the preſence of ſo glorious and perfect a Being. 
Perſuaded that his providence ſuperintends all, 
and numbers even the hairs of thy head, commit 
thyſelf and all thy concerns to the care and con- 
duct of thy moſt gracious Father, who will then 
order all things in infinite wiſdom and love for thy 
preſent and eternal good, | 

6. Thou muſt keep thy memory clean and 
pure, as tho? it were a wedlock chamber, from 
all ſtrange thoughts, fancies, and imaginations ; 
and it muſt be adorned with holy meditations, 
and the rememberance of Chriſt's holy, crucified 
life and paſſion, that God may continually and 
for ever reſt therein. 

7. Reckon all things as abſolutely nothing in 
compariſon of communion with thy God, and a 
conformity to his will, thro? the illumination and 
influence of his ſpirit. And ſo perfectly renounce 
and forſake thyſelf and all things, and ſo crucity 
thyſelt to all things, that loving and deſiring God 
and his holy will only, with thy whole heart, if 
he ſhould give thee to drink of thy Lord's cup, 
and bring thee into an agony of diſtreſs, thou 
mighteſt be ready to offer thyſelf, by his grace, 
to ſuffer it, and that purely in obedience to his 
will, and for his eternal honour and glory, 

14 8, PRAYER. 
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Lord, inſtead of knowing thee, I have ſought 


to know vanity and ſin: And tho? my will and 
* affections were created for thy love, J have loſt 
„ that love, and ſet my heart on the creature, 
While my memory ought to be filled with thee, 
<< I have painted it with the imagery of innumer- 
able fancies, not only of the creatures, but of 
<< all finfu} wickedneſs. O waſh away the guilt 
* and pollution of theſe, and imprint thine own 
© blefled image on my ſoul, bleſſed Jeſus, by that 
© blood which iſſued from thy moſt loving heart, 
„ when thou hangedſt on the croſs. So knit my 
will to thy moſt holy will, that I may have no 
„ other will but thine, and may be moſt heartily 
* and fully content with whatſoever thou ap- 
< pointeſt for me in this world, Yea, if thou 
& wilt, make me ſuffer the greateſt pains, only 


let me not fin againſt thee, but continue in thy 


love.“ 
. 


Rol E 1. Exerciſe thyſelf to the perfect re- 
nunciation of all things which would impede thy 


union with God. Mortify in thee every thing 


which is not of God, nor for his glory, whatſo- 
ever he willeth and loveth not; reſigning up to 
the high pleaſure of God all love and affection 
for tranſitory things. Deſire neither to poſſeſs 
nor beſtow them, but purely for the honour and 
glory of God. Put away ſuperfluous and unne- 
ceſſaty things, and do not inordinately deſire 


even things neceſſary. 


2. Mortify all inordinate ſelf-love and ſelf- 
ſeeking, which is ſo natural to men in all the 
good they defire, and in all the good they do, 
and in all the evil they ſuffer. And guard alſo 

| againſt 


1 
againſt an undue regard for the gifts of God, in- 
ſtead of himſelf, which, as it ſprings from ſelf- 
love, ſo it nouriſhes pride and a kind of ſpiritual 
idolatry. To 

3. Mortify all inordinate deſire after, and de- 
light in, meat and drink ; abſtain from all trifling 
converſation, and reject all vain thoughts and 
1maginations, which, tho* they proceed not to 
conſent, yet they defile the ſou), grieve the Holy 
Ghoſt, and do great damage to the ſpiritual life. 

4. Imprint on thy heart the image of Jeſus 
crucified, and never Tet it be eraſed. Let thy 
mind be impreſſed with a deep and continual ſenſe 
of his humility, meekneſs, love, reſignation, pu- 
rity, and all his holy virtues. Let thy thoughts 
of him turn into affection, and thy knowledge 
into love. And this love muſt manifeſt itſelf in 
the mortification of nature, in a departure (as it 
were) from all creatures, and a following eagerly. 
after, and cleaving ſteddily to, Gd thy all, 

5. Solitude, filence, and the ſtrict and conſtant. 
keeping of the heart, are principal and needful 
helps to a ſpiritual life. 

6. Do all thy neceſſary and outward works 
without any trouble or carefulneis of mind, and 
bear thy mind amidſt all, always inwardly lifted 
up to God, and ſtayed upon him,- attending al- 
ways more to the inward exerc:ſc of love, than 
to the outward acts of virtue. 

. To this no man can arrive, unleſs he be de- 


livered from all things under God, and fo ſwal- 


lowed up in God, that he can contemn himſelf 
and a!l things ; for the pure love of God, engrol- 
fing the whole heart, makes the ſpirit pure and 
ſimple, and fo free, that without any pain or la- 
bour it can, at all times, turn and recollect jiſelt 
in God. 

8. Mortify all envy and unkimdueſs towards . 
others, and all vain complacency in thyſelf or thy 
| 1 endov r. 
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endowments, whether natural or acquired, ſpi- 
ritual or temporal, Reſiſt and ſuppreſs all vain 
glory in any thing thou art or haſt, and all deſire 
of eſteem on account of thy words or deeds, gifts 
or graces. To this thou wilt attain by ſerioufly 
confidering thy own vileneſs, and that God is the 
only fountain of all grace and goodneſs. 

9. Mortify every tendency to over-value and 
put confidence in ſenſible, ſpiritual delight in 
grace and the ſweetneſs which accompanies devo- 
tion in the lower faculties of the ſou], For this 
is by no means real holineſs in itſelf, but only a 
gift of God annexed to it, to help our infirmity, 

10. _— all curious inveſtigation into, and 
ſpeculation of, unneceſſary things, human or di- 
vine. For the perfection of the chriſtian life con- 
ſiſteth not in ſublime knowledge, but in profound 
humility, patient meekneſs, holy ſimplicity, and 
the ardent love of God. In order to which we 
ſhould deſire to die to ourſelves and all things be- 
low God, that we may be more united to him, 


and perfectly ſwallowed up in his will. 


11. Mortify all undue ſcrupulouſmeſs of con- 


' ſcience, and all doubts concerning the goodneſs 


of God. For our ſuſpicions and ſcruples oft- 
times ariſe from inordinate ſelf-love, and there- 
fore vex us. They do us no good, neither work 


any real amendment in us. On the contrary, 


they darken the mind and harden the heart, by 
obſcuring faith and cooling love, and can only be 
diſpelled by the ſtronger beams of theſe graces, 
Whereas the greater our faith and confidence is in 
God, and the more fervent our love is towards 


him, the ſoul is ſo much the more excited and 


enabled to advance in all the paths of holineſs, 
and made more patient in adverſity, and more 
thankful in all eſtates. 

12. Mortify all impatience in all pains and 
troubles, whether from the hands of God or 
men; 
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men; all deſire of revenge, all reſentment of in- 
juries; and by the pure love of God, love thy 
very perſecutors, as if they were thy deareſt 
friends; : 

13. Finally, mortify thy own will in all things, 
with full reſignation of thyſelf to ſuffer all trials, 
outward and inward, all pains, preſſures and de- 
ſolations, and that for the pure love of God. 
For from ſelt-love and ſelf-will ſpring all fin and 
all pain, 


FRAY EM 


14. O!] Jeſus, my Saviour, thy bleſſed hu- 
© mility ! Impreſs it on my heart! Make me 
«« moit ſenſible of thy infinite dignity, and of my 
% own vileneſs ; that I may hate myſelf as a thing 
of nought, and be willing to be deſpiſed and 
„ trodden upon by all, as the vileſt mire of the 
ce ſtreets ; that I may till retain a deep ſenſe and 
© experience of theſe words, I AM NOTHING, I 
© HAVE NOTHING, I CAN DO NOTHIHG, I DE- 
© SIRE NOTHING BUT ONE,” 


SEC I LON IVF. 


1. Never do any thing with peculiar and ſingu- 
lar affection, being too eager about it, or too 
much given to it; but with entire reſignation and 
continual meekneſs of heart, proſtrate thy ſoul 
before God, and ſay, Lord, I deſire nothing, 
neither in myſelf or in any creature, fave only to 
know and execute thy bleſſed will;“ faying al- 
ways in thy heart, Lord, what wouldſt thou 
have me to do? Transform my will into thine, 
fill full and ſwallow up, as it were, my affections 
with thy love, and with an inſatiable defire to 
honour thee and deſpiſe myſelf.” 

2. If thou defire to attain perfect union with 
God, know that it requireth thee to be ſtript of 

all, 
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all, not only of all fin, but in a ſenſe of all crea- 
tures, and in particular of thyſelf, Thy under- 
ſtanding, memory, fancy, affections, and all the 
powers of thy mind muſt be ſo diſengaged from, 
and ſo dead to, all things in the world, and fo 
wholly engroſſed with God and his holy will, 


that all creatures muſt be to thee as nothing, and 


God thy all and in all. Thou muſt in particular 
be fo weaned from ſenſual pleaſure, and muſt fo 
enjoy. God in his gifts, that thou wouldſt be 
content that the food which thou eateſt had no 
more reliſh than a ſtone ; and yet, for his honour 
who created food, thou art well pleaſed that it is 
ſo agreeable to the taſte; but, notwithſtanding 
from the pleaſure thou ſeeleſt in it, thou doſt turn 
thy heart to his praiſe and love that made it. 

The more perfectly thou liveſt in the ab- 
ſtraction and departure of thy mind from all crea- 
tures, the more nakedly and purely ſhalt thou 
have the fruition of the Lord thy God, and ſhalt 
live the more heavenly and angelical a life, 

Therefore, 4. Labour above all things moſt 
exactly to forſake all for him, and chiefly to for- 
ſake and contemn thyſelf, purely loving him, and 
in a manner forgetting thyſelf and all things, for 
the vehement- and burning love of him; and 
whatſoever good thou doſt, think that God doth 
it and not thou, | 

5. Chuſe always (according to the beſt of thy 
knowledge) what is moſt to God's honour, and 
moſt lis e unto Chriſt and his example, and moſt 
profitable to thy neighbour, and moſt againſt thy 
own proper will, and leaſt ſerviceable to thy own 
praiſe and exaltation, . 

6. If thou continue faithful in this ſpiritual 
work, God without doubt will hear thy knock - 
ing, and will deliver thee from all thy ſpiritual 
trouble, from all the tumult, noiſe, and incum- ' 
berance of ſinfal fancies and earthly CE 

rom 
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from which there is no more ſpeedy and effectual 
means of deliverance; than that faith in Chriſt, 
and in his all-ſufficient grace, whereby vg, are 
enabled to deny our own will, and continually 
and fervently deſire the love of God. 8 

7. Do not then hinder his working by thy un- 
belief, or by following thine own will, and in- 
dulging earthly deſires. For behold, how much 
thou doſt the more perfectly confide in him, and 
forſake thy own will, and the love of thyſelf, and 
of all earthly things, ſo much the more deeply 
and ſafely ſhalt thou be united to God, and ſhalt 
enereaſe in his true and pure love. 


SECTION v. 


RuLE 1, If thou ſtill above all things ſeek this 
union, thou muſt pour thy whole will into the 
high pleaſure of God; and whatſoever befalls 
thee, thou mult receive not from the hand of any 
creature, but from him alone, and that without 
murmuring or retraction of heart, accepting every 
thing molt joyfully for his love, whoſe will and 
work it is. Yea, let it always be thy deſire to 
have his pleaſure done in thee, tho' m pains, ſick- 
neſs, perſecution, oppreſſion of ſpirit, inward grief 
of heart, or any trials, ſpiritual or bodily. | 

2. Under any of theſe, be always wary thou 
turn not to ſinful delights, nor to ſenſual and car- 
nal pleaſures ; nor ſet thy heart on vain things, 
ſeeking comfort thereby ; nor in any ways be 
idle, but always as thou canſt compel and force - 
thyſelf to ſome good ſpiritual exerciſe or bodily 
work; and tho' they be then difagreeable to thee, 
yet are they not the leſs, but the more acceptable 
to God, | 3 

3. Receive all afflictions as tokens of God's 
love to thee, and trials of thy love to him; as 
purpoſes of kindneſs to enrich thee, and enereaſe 
more plentifully in thee his ſpiritual gifts and 

| graces, 
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graces, if thou perſevere faithfully unto the end, 


not remitting the vehement defire of his love and 


thy own perfection. 

4. Let thy heart reſt and delight in him, being 
as it were reſolved and melted into the bleſſed 
Godhead. Then ſhalt thou feel in a manner no 
difference betwixt honour and ſhame, joy and 
ſorrow ; but whatſoever thou perceiveſt to apper- 
tain to the honour of thy Lord, be it ever ſo hard 
and unpleaſant to thyſelf, thou wilt 3 em- 
brace, yea, with all thy might, deſire, and pur- 
fue. Yet, when thou haſt done all that is poſſi- 
ble for thee, thou wilt think thou haſt done no- 
thing at all, thou wilt even be aſhamed and de- 
teſt thyſelf, that thou haſt ſo wretchedly and im- 
perfectly ſerved ſo noble and worthy a Lord : And 
therefore thou wilt defire and endeavour every 
hour to do and ſuffer greater and more perfect 
things, 

5. If thou haſt attained to any degree of eſta- 
bliſhment in the love of God, then wilt thou be 
able to keep the powers of thy ſoul and thy ſenſes, 


as it were, ſhut up in God from wandering after 


any worldly thing or vanity; and then what can 
harm thee, when all muſt firſt touch God, within 
whom thou haſt incloſed thyſelf. 

6. When thou perceiveſt thyſelf thus knit te 
God, thy ſoul being more cloſely united to him 
than to thine own body, then ſhalt thou know 
his everlaſting, incomprehenſible, and ineffable 
goodneſs, and the true nobleneſs of thy ſoul, 
which came from him, and was made to be re- 
united to him, | 

7. If thou wouldeſt aſcend to the true know- 
ledge of thy Lord God, and to intimate commu- 
nion with him, thou muſt climb up by the wounds 
of his bleſſed humanity, which remain as it were 
for that uſe ; and when thou art got up there, 
thou wouldeſt rather ſuffer death, than wiltully 
commit any fin, 8, Enter- 


11 
8. Entering into Jeſus, thou caſteſt thyſelf into 


an infinite ſea of goodneſs, that more eaſily ſwal- 
lows thee up, than the ocean does a drop of wa- 


ter. Then ſhalt thou be hid in him, and trans- 


formed into his likeneſs. | 
SECTION VE 


1. Too much deſire to pleaſe men, mightily 
hindereth the pleaſing of God. 

2. Too greatearneſtneſs and vehemency in bo- 
dily work and external doings, ſcattereth and 
looſeth the tranquillity and calmneſs of the mind. 

. Caſt all thy care on God, and commit all 
to his good pleaſure, Praiſe and applaud him in 
all things, great and ſmall. Forſake thy own 
will, and deliver up thyſelf freely and chearfully 
to the will of God, without reſerve or exception, 
in proſperity or adverſity, ſweet or bitter, to have 
or to want, to live or to die. 

4. Untie thy heart from all things, and unite it 
only to God. 

$: Remember often and devoutly the life and 
ſufferings, the death and reſurrection of our Savi- 
viour Jeſus. | 

6. Deſcant not on other men's deeds, but con- 
ſider thine own ; forget other men's faults, and 
remember thine own. 

7. Never think highly of thyſelf, nor deſpiſe 
any other man. | 

8. Keep ſilence and retirement as much as thou 
canſt, and thro' God's grace they will keep thee 
from ſnares and offences. 

9. Lift up thy heart often to God, and deſire 
in all things his aſſiſtance. 

10, Let thy heart be filled, and wholly taken 
up with the love of God, and of thy neighbour, 
and do all things in that ſincere and pure love. 

11, What doſt thou want? Why art thou 
concerned about ſo many things ? Think upon 

One, 


* 


1 7.» * 2 +: 
One, deſire and ad lone On 20d thou ha 7 
reſt. Therefore, 2 * 90 6 1 

12. Wherever thou be, let ib voice of God. 
de fil in thine ear, "My fon, return inwardly Us 
to thy heart, abſtract thyſelf. from all things; ant 
mind. „ +> 


Af SECTION VI. IE 

Nor 1. True humility. overcometh, and 
gaineth God Almighty, and difpoſeth thee to re- 
ceive all graces and ff . But, alas ! who 

can ſay he hath this bleſſed temper, if being fo 

hard, fo uncertain, ſo ſecret and unknown a 

thing, perfectly to mortify and forſake thyſelf, and 

that moſt venomous worm of all goodneſs, you: 


glory.” : 

Remember' all things: in the earth are too 
baſe to engroſs thy love or care, or to trouble th # 
noble heart, thy immortal and heavenly min 
Let them love and care for theſe things, ſorrow 
and rejoice” on account of them, who are of the 
word, and therefore mind earthly things, but 

ollow thou 17 8⁰ let . 1 be in 


heaven. 0 TE 
3- Thou canſt 10 pleaſe nor ſerve two maſters 

at once; thou canſt not love divers and contrary 

things. Tf then thou wouldeſt know the ſtate of 
thy ſoul, examine what thou loveſt, and if thou 
wouldeſt know what thou loveſt, mark well what 
thou thinkeſt moſt upon. Leave earth, and have 
heaven; leave the world, and have God. 
"" Ever remember, and let it fink into thy” 
heart, that all fin ſpringeth from indulging our 
own will, and all holineſs and perfection froni de- 
nying it and reſigning it wholly to the 2 ity . 
pleaſure of God. Ihe ſum is, 1 
+" Iſt, Remembef always the preſence of God. 


p — — 


* 
— 
— ——— — 


p. RS — 


20ly, Rejoice always in the will of God. —_— A fi * 
e all to tlie glory of God. *- 34,2 
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